
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
Fifth Sunday in Lent

DAILY MORNING PRAYER
RITE ONE

Sunday, March 17, 2024, 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Voluntary                              Improvisation on Slane                         

Processional Hymn 488 (10:30 a.m. only)  (Please stand as you are able.)      
                                                    Be thou my vision       Slane 

Officiant: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us; but if 
we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.  I John 1:8, 9

Confession of Sin
Officiant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. (Silence may be kept.)
Officiant and People together, all kneeling
Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our
    own hearts,
we have offended against thy holy laws,
we have left undone those things which we ought to
    have done and we have done those things which we ought not to
    have done.



But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
spare thou those who confess their faults,
restore thou those who are penitent,
according to thy promises declared unto mankind
in Christ Jesus our Lord;
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

Officiant: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our 
sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter (Please stand as you are able.)
Officiant: O Lord, open thou our lips.
People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Officiant and People:
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Officiant:  The Lord is full of compassion and mercy:  
People: O come, let us adore him.  

Venite  (S-35 — 10:30 a.m. service only)    
Psalm 95:1–7
O come, let us sing unto the Lord; *
    let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
    and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God, *
    and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are all the corners of the earth, *
    and the strength of the hills is his also.
The sea is his, and he made it, *
    and his hands prepared the dry land.
Officiant:   The Lord hath manifested forth his glory: 
People:  Come let us adore him. 
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The Psalm 
People may be seated. Psalm will be read responsively by whole verse.
Psalm 51:1-13  Miserere mei, Deus  
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; *
 in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness *
 and cleanse me from my sin.
3 For I know my transgressions, *
 and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you only have I sinned *
 and done what is evil in your sight.
5 And so you are justified when you speak *
 and upright in your judgment.
6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, *
 a sinner from my mother’s womb.
7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, *
 and will make me understand wisdom secretly.
8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; *
 wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.
9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, *
 that the body you have broken may rejoice.
10 Hide your face from my sins *
 and blot out all my iniquities.
11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, *
 and renew a right spirit within me.
12 Cast me not away from your presence *
 and take not your holy Spirit from me.
13 Give me the joy of your saving help again *
 and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning 
is now and will be forever. Amen.
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THE LESSONS  (Please remain seated.)
The First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—
a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

2    A Song of Praise   (S-180 — 10:30am service only)
       Benedictus es, Domine
          Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34
       Officiant and People all standing
Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers; *
    praised and exalted above all for ever.
Blessed art thou for the Name of thy Majesty; *
    praised and exalted above all for ever.
Blessed art thou in the temple of thy holiness; *
    praised and exalted above all for ever.
Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths,
and dwellest between the Cherubim; *
    praised and exalted above all for ever.
Blessed art thou on the glorious throne of thy kingdom; *
    praised and exalted above all for ever.
Blessed art thou in the firmament of heaven; *
    praised and exalted above all for ever.
Blessed art thou, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
    praised and exalted above all for ever.
People may be seated
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The Epistle: Hebrews 5:5-10 
Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one 
who said to him,
  “You are my Son,
   today I have begotten you”;
as he says also in another place,
  “You are a priest forever,
   according to the order of Melchizedek.”
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 
tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 
reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suf-
fered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all 
who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek.
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

15    The Song of Mary  (S-185 — 10:30am service only)  
 Magnificat
 Luke 1:46-55
Officiant and People all standing
My soul doth magnify the Lord, *
    and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded *
    the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth *
    all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, *
    and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him *
    throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm; *
    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, *
    and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, *
    and the rich he hath sent empty away.
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He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, *
    as he promised to our forefathers,
    Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
People may be seated.

The Gospel: John 12:20-33  
Reader: A reading from the Gospel according to John.

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to 
see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very 
truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 
single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and 
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me 
must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, 
the Father will honor.
“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then 
a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken 
to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the 
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I 
am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the 
kind of death he was to die.
Reader:  The Word of the Lord
People:  Thanks be to God

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People together, all standing
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
    born of the Virgin Mary,
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    suffered under Pontius Pilate,
    was crucified, dead, and buried.
    He descended into hell.
 The third day he rose again from the dead.
    He ascended into heaven,
    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
    the holy catholic Church,
    the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body,
    and the life everlasting. Amen

The Prayers
The People stand or kneel
Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.
Officiant: Let us pray.
Officiant and People:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
     hallowed be thy Name,
     thy kingdom come,
     thy will be done,
         on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
     as we forgive those
         who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
     and the power, and the glory,
     for ever and ever. Amen.

Then follows one of these sets of Suffrages
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A
V.    O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
R.    And grant us thy salvation.
V.    Endue thy ministers with righteousness;
R.    And make thy chosen people joyful.
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R.    For only in thee can we live in safety.
V.    Lord, keep this nation under thy care;
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V.    Let thy way be known upon earth;
R.    Thy saving health among all nations.
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R.    And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.

The Collects 
Officiant: Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of 
sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you prom-
ise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be 
fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Officiant: O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 
resurrection of thy Son our Lord: Grant us this day such blessing through our worship of 
thee, that the days to come may be spent in thy favor; through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. Officiant : Lord Jesus Christ, who didst stretch out thine arms of love on the 
hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of thy saving embrace: 
So clothe us in thy Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who 
do not know thee to the knowledge and love of thee; for the honor of thy Name. Amen.

Officiant: We pray this morning for those on our Parish Prayer List; for Betty Anderson, 
Randy Anderson, Glenda Futch, Ed Futch, Debby Hickey, Marguerite Pennington, Pat 
Sasser, Marjorie Snyder, Betsy Toomey and John Wolfe.

Officiant: We pray for this parish and all its ministries. May we, as a community, hear 
your call in our lives and grant us your grace to be the light of Christ in a dark and 
dangerous world.
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Officiant: Give to the departed eternal rest; Let light perpetual shine upon them.

Officiant: I bid your prayers of intercession or thanksgiving now. You may offer them 
silently or aloud.

Anthem  (10:30 a.m. only)               Thy Gracious Word      WA Mozart  

Office Hymn 149            Eternal Lord of love, behold your church     Old 124th 
(10:30 a.m. only.) (Please stand as you are able.)                                                                

The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People all standing
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we thine unworthy servants
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for thine inestimable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech thee,
give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
and that we show forth thy praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to thy service,
and by walking before thee
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
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Closing Hymn 370 (10:30 a.m. only)  (Please stand as you are able.)  
                                                   I bind unto myself today          St. Patrick’s Breastplate
Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.  

Closing Voluntary                    Prelude in G Major                                   JS Bach     

SERVING TODAY
8:00 a.m. Service

Officiant: Mr. Todd Brantley
10:30 a.m. Service

Officiant: Mr. Todd Brantley
Organist: Patrick Ritsch

Live Stream Technician: James Ruggles
Eucharistic Visitors: Bob & Jan Cagle
Ushers: Jamie Stanley & David Huard
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If you would like to leave a prayer request or a praise report please write them in the space 
provided, tear this page out of your bulletin, and leave it on the table in the back of the 
church. Our Clergy and Prayer Team will be delighted to pray for you!

Prayer Requests
                                                                                                       
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      

Praise Reports
                                                                                                       
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      



200 N. James St., Goldsboro, NC 27530
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www.ststephenschurch.com
email: admin@ststephenschurch.com
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The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop

The Rev. David Wyly
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CHURCH STAFF
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Communications Coordinator: Jane Cunningham 

cunninghamjane04@gmail.com
Church Sexton: Alfie Barnes

VESTRY
Senior Warden: Betty Duncan, Junior Warden: David Huard,

Treasurer: Bob Cagle, Clerk: Nancy Headen 
Other Vestry Members Include: 
Class of 2024: Meredith Adams

Class of 2025: Todd Brantley, Susan Brown, Gwyn LaFave
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