FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO
MARCH 10, 2024 = 10:30 A.M.

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
St. Stephen’s is a community of people made more complete by the grace of a perfect
God, who proclaim the Gospel by sharing the reconciling love of Christ with others
through redeeming acts of hospitality, forgiveness, justice, and peace.

ORDER OF SERVICE
VOLUNTARY Improvisation on Nettleton
HYMN 686 Come, thou fount of every blessing Nettleton

A PENITENTIAL ORDER: RITE TWO
Celebrant:  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People: His mercy endures for ever.

The Decalogue: Contemporary (Please kneel.)

Hear the commandments of God to his people:

I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods but me.

Amen. Lord have mercy.



You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

The Celebrant may read one of the following sentences
Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son
of God, let us with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4.:14,16

The Celebrant then says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Celebrant and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.



For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest, stands says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

(Please stand or kneel as you are able.)

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the
true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live
in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.



THE LESSONS (Please be seated.)

The First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke
against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die
in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable
food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the
people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We
have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take
away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to
Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten
shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a
pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of
bronze and live.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 Confitemini Domino
(Please stand as you are able. The psalm will be read responsively by whole verse.)

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *
and his mercy endures for ever.

2 Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim *
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe.

3 He gathered them out of the lands; *
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; *
they were afflicted because of their sins.

18 They abhorred all manner of food *
and drew near to death’s door.

19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, *
and he delivered them from their distress.

20 He sent forth his word and healed them *
and saved them from the grave.

21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy *
and the wonders he does for his children.



22 Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and tell of his acts with shouts of joy.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the
beginning is now and will be forever. Amen.

The Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10 (Please be seated.)
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following
the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is
now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in
the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by
nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the
great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ — by grace you have been saved — and raised
us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that
in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God — not the result of works, so that no one
may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HYMN 671 Amazing Grace! how sweet the sound
(Please stand as you are able.)

The Gospel: John 3:14-21 (Please stand.)
Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they
have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment,
that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light
because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come

to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true
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come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done
in God.”

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. David Wyly
THE NICENE CREED (4!l stand.)

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.



We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM I

Deacon or other leader

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying “Lord, have
mercy.”

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our
souls, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity
of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this city (town, village, ), for every city and community, and for
those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air [or through outer space], let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and
captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace.
Lord, have mercy.

In the communion of [ and of all the] saints, let us commend ourselves,
and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.
To thee, O Lord our God.

Silence.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
THE PEACE

(Please stand as you are able.)
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

OFFERTORY My Song is Love Unknown James Kirkby
AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERINGS

(Please stand as you are able.)
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A)
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. (Here a Proper Preface is added.)
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People

Sanctus S124 (The people stand or kneel as they are able.)
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The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed



for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues:
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.
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FRACTION ANTHEM S161
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation:
The Gifts of God for the People of God

All baptized Christians, regardless of denomination or age, are welcome to receive Holy
Communion. Please come forward at the appropriate time. You may receive both the
bread and wine, one or the other, come forward for a blessing, or remain seated.

COMMUNION HYMN 685 Rock of Ages, cleft for me Toplady
COMMUNION MOTET God So Loved the World John Goss
THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. (Please kneel as you are able.)
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
1



through Christ our Lord. Amen.
SENDING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS
SOLEMN PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE
HYMN 473 Lift high the cross Crucifer

(Please stand as you are able.)

THE DISMISSAL
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

VOLUNTARY Prelude in G Minor JS Bach

SERVING TODAY
Celebrant: The Rev. David Wyly
Organist: Patrick Ritsch
Ushers: Beth & Kyle Saylors
Eucharistic Visitors: Geoff & Lee Hulse
Live Stream Technician: James Ruggles

Copyright Information — All music is within the public domain and may be reproduced
as needed. All music was purchased through RiteSeries.
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St. Stephen’s Parish Prayer List

We pray for our parishioners:
Betty Anderson, Randy Anderson, Glenda Futch, Ed Futch, Debby Hickey,
Paul Jeffreys, Marguerite Pennington, Pat Sasser, Marjorie Snyder,
Betsy Toomey and John Wolfe

And for our family and friends:

Pam Thorpe, John Adams, Dennis Blake, Ruth Ann Brame, Charlotte Bridgers, Nancy
Brookes, Howard Churchill, Lee Clayton, Robin R Coates, Will Cox, Donna
Crumpler, Josh Davenport, Hallie Hulse Evans, Viola Figueroa, Leah Fulkerson, Rachel
Golden and family, Bonnie Hale, A J Hamm, Pam Hammond, Gerald Herring, David
Hesmer, Nolan Hill, Annice Davis Hodges, Jinny (friend of Leigh Broadfoot), Tisha
Johnson, David Jones, Nancy and David Knott, Janet LaFave Kurtz, Cailee
Ladd, Chrissie Lewis, Regina LuKosik, Sherry Monhollen, Greg Morris, Mary Beth
Parker, Alex Peacock, Ken Pohlig, Jodi Power, Gene Pryor, Jackie Reindl, Adylene
Rohrer, Donna Shibley, Wiley Sloan, Chris Smith, Jackson Smith, Steve Synder,
Mack Thorpe, Bob Williams

In the Armed Forces:
Jeff Bland, Logan McDevitt,
Wes Morrison, Steven S. and Jay Womble

In the Peace Corps
Paul Rutter

Partner in Education:
Dillard Middle School, its students, faculty, and staff.

Happy Birthday!
March 9 — Graham Lacy
March 10 — Michael Headen and Georgia Gurley
March 12 — Sarah Ann Parker and Bob Devault
March 13 — Jesse Parks and Nick Weaver
March 15 — Mike Holland
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Prayer Requests

Praise Reports

If you would like to leave a prayer request or a praise report please write them in the space
provided, tear this page out of your bulletin, and leave it on the table in the back of the
church. Our Clergy and Prayer Team will be delighted to pray for you!
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‘Saint Stephen’s
¥ Episcopal Church

200 N. James St., Goldsboro, NC 27530
Church: (919) 734-4263
www.ststephenschurch.com
email: admin@ststephenschurch.com

CLERGY
The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop
The Rev. David Wyly
Rector@ststephenschurch.com

CHURCH STAFF
Organist and Choirmaster: Patrick Ritsch
organist@ststephenschurch.com
Church Administrative Assistant: Vicky Bailey
admin@ststephenschurch.com
Communications Coordinator: Jane Cunningham
cunninghamjane04@gmail.com
Church Sexton: Alfie Barnes

VESTRY
Senior Warden: Betty Duncan, Junior Warden: David Huard,
Treasurer: Bob Cagle, Clerk: Nancy Headen
Other Vestry Members Include:
Class of 2024: Meredith Adams
Class of 2025: Todd Brantley, Susan Brown, Gwyn LaFave
Class of 2026: Don Barnes, Ashley Fleming, Beth Saylors, Larry Tingen



