
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
HOLY COMMUNION LITURGY

RITE TWO

Sunday, January 3, 2021
The Word of God

The Celebrant says
  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
 Amen.

The Celebrant
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant
  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.



Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of hu-
man nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share
our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Thirty First Chapter of Jeremiah, beginning at 
verse 7
For thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
    and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
    “Save, O Lord, your people,
    the remnant of Israel.”
8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
    and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
    those with child and those in labor, together;
    a great company, they shall return here.
9 With weeping they shall come,
    and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
    in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
    and Ephraim is my firstborn.
10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
    and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
    and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob,
    and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
    and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
    and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
    and they shall never languish again.
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13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
    and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
    I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
    and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the Lord.
Minister The Word of the Lord                                                                                                 
People Thanks be to God

Psalm 84
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! *
     My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of
                             the LORD;
     my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2 The sparrow has found her a house
 and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
     by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts,
     my King and my God.
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
     they will always be praising you.
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
     whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find
                             it a place of springs, *
     for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
6 They will climb from height to height, *
     and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
     hearken, O God of Jacob.
8 Behold our defender, O God; *
     and look upon the face of your Anointed.
9 For one day in your courts is better than
                             a thousand in my own room, *
     and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
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     than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.
10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; *
        he will give grace and glory;
11 No good thing will the LORD withhold *
        from those who walk with integrity.
12 O LORD of hosts, *
        happy are they who put their trust in you!
   
Minister The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke        
People Glory to you, Lord Christ
41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the festi-
val was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 
his parents did not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went 
a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45 
When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After three 
days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and ask-
ing them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 48 When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, 
“Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching 
for you in great anxiety.” 49 He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he 
said to them. 51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient 
to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.
Minister  The Gospel of the Lord                                                                                            
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ

Sermon The Reverend Alan Neale

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
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by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
 fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Celebrant gives thanks to God the Father for his work in creation and his revelation 
of himself to his people;
And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we sing (say),

Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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The Celebrant now praises God for the salvation of the world through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand 
upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and 
any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”
Recalling now his suffering and death, and celebrating his resurrection and ascension, we 
await his coming in glory. Accept, O Lord, our sacrifice of praise, this memorial of our
redemption.
Send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts. Let them be for us the Body and Blood of your 
Son. And grant that we who eat this bread and drink this cup may be filled with your life 
and goodness. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. AMEN.

A Prayer to receive Spiritual Communion
My Lord Jesus, 
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

Dear Lord, At this time of pandemic, Let us foster respect and solidarity with others, 
especially those who are weak or poor. Let us remain calm and ignore unsubstantiated 
rumours. Let us take advantage of living together as a family. Let us attend to moments of 
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prayer. Let us cultivate responsibility, patience and hope. Amen. 
Almighty God, you know the needs of your Church in every place: look graciously upon 
us, the people of St. Stephen’s, and grant us the guidance of your Holy Spirit as we seek 
a new Rector for this parish. Give us discernment, wisdom, and confidence in your tim-
ing. Guide the members of our Search Committee, as they labor to be faithful in seeking 
your will. We pray for the life of our parish, that we may continue to be strengthened in 
our mission to be Jesus Christ’s heart, hands and feet to our neighbors no matter where 
they are on their journey of faith. Bless us with mutual trust and respect, courage, and 
foresight as you shepherd our community through its journey. Grace us with continuous 
direction and inspire us toward genuine self-reflection. All this we ask as we walk in your 
ways to the glory of your name. Amen. 
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy 
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 
Amen. 
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you 
with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give 
you his peace and favor. Amen. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Minister Let us go forth into the world,
 rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude: played by Marshall Foster, St. Stephen’s Organist-Choirmaster

Crucifer: Isabella Morrison
Reader: Wes Morrison
Organist: Marshall Foster 
Minister: Alan Neale

Recording: Xena Markine-Morrison
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