
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
HOLY COMMUNION LITURGY

RITE TWO

Sunday, January 17, 2021
Second Sunday after the Epiphany

The Word of God
The Celebrant says
  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
 Amen.
The Celebrant
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your 
people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, 
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



A Reading from 1 Samuel (3:1-20)
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in 
those days; visions were not widespread.
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down 
in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple 
of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, 
“Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 
call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got 
up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; 
lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet 
been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, 
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 
Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for 
your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” [Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do 
something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will 
fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have 
told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his 
sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli 
that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel 
was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, 
“Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to 
you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” So Samuel told him 
everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good 
to him.”
As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all 
Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord.]
Minister The Word of the Lord                                                                                                 
People Thanks be to God
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Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 Domine, probasti
1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; *
 you know my sitting down and my rising up;
 you discern my thoughts from afar.
2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places *
 and are acquainted with all my ways.
3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *
 but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
4 You press upon me behind and before *
 and lay your hand upon me.
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *
 it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; *
 you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; *
 your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
14 My body was not hidden from you, *
 while I was being made in secret
 and woven in the depths of the earth.
15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;
 all of them were written in your book; *
 they were fashioned day by day,
 when as yet there was none of them.
16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! *
 how great is the sum of them!
17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; *
 to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.

The Gospel
Minister The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (1:43-51)        
People Glory to you, Lord Christ
Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 
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found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to 
him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is 
truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know 
me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe 
because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 
And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
Minister  The Gospel of the Lord                                                                                            
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ

Sermon       The Reverend Alan Neale

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
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The Peace
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
 fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Celebrant gives thanks to God the Father for his work in creation and his revelation of him-
self to his people;
And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we sing (say),

Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Almighty, Creator God we praise you for entering into our world, our lives, so deeply, so person-
ally, so powerfully as a baby, a child and a man.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Recalling now his suffering and death, and celebrating his resurrection and ascension, we await 
his coming in glory. Accept, O Lord, our sacrifice of praise, this memorial of our
redemption.
Send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts. Let them be for us the Body and Blood of your Son. And 
grant that we who eat this bread and drink this cup may be filled with your life and goodness. All 
this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 

5



Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

A Prayer to receive Spiritual Communion
My Lord Jesus, 
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

Come, My Way, My Truth, My Light          Ralph Vaughan-Williams
Soloist: Judy Carpenter

Dear Lord, At this time of pandemic, Let us foster respect and solidarity with others, especially 
those who are weak or poor. Let us remain calm and ignore unsubstantiated rumours. Let us take 
advantage of living together as a family. Let us attend to moments of prayer. Let us cultivate 
responsibility, patience and hope. Amen. 
Almighty God, you know the needs of your Church in every place: look graciously upon us, the 
people of St. Stephen’s, and grant us the guidance of your Holy Spirit as we seek a new Rector 
for this parish. Give us discernment, wisdom, and confidence in your timing. Guide the members 
of our Search Committee, as they labor to be faithful in seeking your will. We pray for the life 
of our parish, that we may continue to be strengthened in our mission to be Jesus Christ’s heart, 
hands and feet to our neighbors no matter where they are on their journey of faith. Bless us with 
mutual trust and respect, courage, and foresight as you shepherd our community through its 
journey. Grace us with continuous direction and inspire us toward genuine self-reflection. All this 
we ask as we walk in your ways to the glory of your name. Amen. 
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech thee that 
we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. Bless our 
land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, 
and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and 
fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. 
Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust the authority of govern-
ment, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we 
may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. 
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In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not 
our trust in thee to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Go forth into the world in peace. 
Be of good courage. 
Hold fast that which is good. 
Render to no one evil for evil. 
Strengthen the fainthearted. 
Support the weak. 
Help the afflicted. 
Show love to everyone. 
Love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; 
and the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, the+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Minister Let us go forth into the world,
 rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude: played by Marshall Foster, St. Stephen’s Organist-Choirmaster

Crucifer: Anne Stuart Freemon
Reader: Geoff Hulse
Organist: Marshall Foster
Soloist: Judy Carpenter 
Minister: Alan Neale

Recording: Xena Markine-Morrison
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