
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church has worshipped on this corner of North James and Mulberry Streets 

in Goldsboro since 1857 — in the same building! We welcome you to our historic building, but more                
than that, we are happy to have you worship with us.

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO
APRIL 8,  2023  ■   8:00 P.M.

The Lighting of the Paschal Candle
The service begins in the church yard. 
In the darkness, fire is kindled. 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the 
Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the 
Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory 
over death.

Let us pray.

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new 
fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may 
attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire. The congregation may move into the church and 
find a seat. The Deacon bearing the Candle then processes to the chancel, pausing three times and singing
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Handheld candles are lighted from the Paschal Candle. 
The Paschal Candle is placed in its stand. 
Deacon:
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels,
and let your trumpets shout Salvation
for the victory of our mighty King.

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth,
bright with a glorious splendor,
for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King.

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church,
and let your holy courts, in radiant light,
resound with the praises of your people.

   All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame,
   pray with me to God the Almighty
   for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light;
   through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord,
   who lives and reigns with him,
   in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

Deacon:  It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to 
praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he 
is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood 
delivered your faithful people.



3

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them 
through the Red Sea on dry land.

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace 
and holiness of life.

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave.

   How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a   
 slave, you gave a Son.

   How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the   
 fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord.

   How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God.

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine continually to 
drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning — he who 
gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

At this time you may extinguish your handheld candle.

The Liturgy of the Word
Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and let us pray 
that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.

The story of Creation
Genesis 1:1-2:2
When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered the 
face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first 
day.
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 
So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” 
And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And 
God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit 
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it 
was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them be for 
signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule 
the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, 
with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed 
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them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And 
there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild 
animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the 
cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and 
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
 So God created humans in his image,
     in the image of God he created them;
     male and female he created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every 
tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the 
air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green 
plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. On the sixth day God finished the work 
that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done.

Psalm 36:5-10 (sung by choir; congregation may remain seated)
5 Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, *
      and your faithfulness to the clouds.

6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,
  your justice like the great deep; *
      you save both man and beast, O LORD.

7 How priceless is your love, O God! *
      your people take refuge under the
            shadow of your wings.

8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; *
      you give them drink from the river of your delights.

9 For with you is the well of life, *
      and in your light we see light.
10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, *
     and your favor to those who are true of heart.
Let us pray.     (Silence)

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that 
we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac
Genesis 22:1-18
After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Take 
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah and offer him there as a burnt 
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offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his 
donkey, and took two of his young men with him and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering and 
set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up 
and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I 
will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. And the two of them walked 
on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire 
and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God himself will provide 
the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them walked on together.
When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order. 
He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand 
and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 
Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now 
I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked 
up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide,” as it is said to this day, “On 
the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By myself I have sworn, says 
the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, 
and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And 
your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth 
gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”

Psalm 33:12-22 (sung by choir; congregation may remain seated)

12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! *
     happy the people he has chosen to be his own!
13 The LORD looks down from heaven, *
      and beholds all the people in the world.
14 From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze *
     on all who dwell on the earth.
15 He fashions all the hearts of them *
      and understands all their works.
16 There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army; *
       a strong man is not delivered by his great strength.
17 The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; *
       for all its strength it cannot save.
18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him, *
   on those who wait upon his love,
19  To pluck their lives from death, *
       and to feed them in time of famine.
20 Our soul waits for the LORD; *
       he is our help and our shield.
21 Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, *
       for in his holy Name we put our trust.
22 Let your loving-kindness, O LORD, be upon us, *
       as we have put our trust in you.
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Let us pray.     (Silence)

God and Father of all believers, for the glory of your Name multiply, by the grace of the Paschal sacrament, 
the number of your children; that your Church may rejoice to see fulfilled your promise to our father Abraham; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea
Exodus 14:10-15:1
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great 
fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that 
you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this 
not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone so that we can serve the Egyptians’? For it would have 
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not 
be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today, for the Egyptians 
whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” 
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your 
staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 
Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for 
myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I 
am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.”
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud 
moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army 
of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other 
all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, 
and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, 
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea 
after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar 
of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged 
their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for 
the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.”
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the 
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn 
the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the 
sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had 
followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, 
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 
Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and 
believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.
Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out after her 
with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them:

“Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.”
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S 208               The Song of Moses (sung by choir and congregation; please stand)

Let us pray.     (Silence)

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of your 
mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by 
the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, 
and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The valley of dry bones
Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the 
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, 
and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus 
says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, 
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and 
you shall know that I am the LORD.”
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and 
the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am 
going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the 
land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; 
then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,” says the LORD.

Psalm 30 (sung by choir; congregation may remain seated) 

1 I will exalt you, O LORD,
  because you have lifted me up *
      and have not let my enemies triumph over me.

2 O LORD my God, I cried out to you, *
      and you restored me to health.

3 You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; *
      you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.

4 Sing to the LORD, you servants of his; *
       give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.
5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, *
       his favor for a lifetime.
6 Weeping may spend the night, *
       but joy comes in the morning.
7 While I felt secure, I said,
   “I shall never be disturbed. *
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     You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as
           the mountains.”
8 Then you hid your face, *
       and I was filled with fear.
9 I cried to you, O LORD; *
     I pleaded with the Lord, saying,

10 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? *
      will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?

11 Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; *
      O LORD, be my helper.”

12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; *
      you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy.

13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; *
      O LORD my God, I will give you thanks for ever.

Let us pray.     (Silence)

Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of death 
into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the 
world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows  
Celebrant:   Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, 
and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to 
renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, 
and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church.
Celebrant:  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
People:  I do.

Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Father?

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
        and born of the Virgin Mary.
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended to the dead.
    On the third day he rose again.
    He ascended into heaven,

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
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People:    I believe in the Holy Spirit,
       the holy catholic Church,
       the communion of saints,
      the forgiveness of sins,
       the resurrection of the body,
       and the life everlasting.

Celebrant: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the   
 prayers?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
  human being?

People: I will, with God’s help.

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy 
Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Amen.

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two

   Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The Holy Noise (If you have handbells please ring them throughout the singing of the Gloria to help make a 
holy noise as we proclaim the resurrection of Jesus!)

The Canticle

Gloria in B Flat, Op. 10 (sung by the choir)                                                                    Charles Villiers Stanford

   The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant:   Let us pray.

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in your Church 
that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may 



10

worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Epistle    Romans 6:3-11
Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we 
were buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we 
will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him 
so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is 
freed[a] from sin. But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, 
being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he 
died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin 
and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
  The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

The Great Alleluia
After the Epistle, this Alleluia is traditionally sung three times by the Celebrant or by a Cantor, at successively 
higher pitches (one whole tone each time), the Congregation repeating it each time.

The Gospel     Matthew 28:1-10
Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you Lord Christ.

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see 
the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came 
and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. For 
fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, 
for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, 
and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they 
left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not 
be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you Lord Christ.

Sermon                                                                                                                The Rev. Whit Stroud

Easter Prayers of the People
Holy and Risen Lord, grant us to die daily to those things that separate us from your love and help us to live in 
the light of the resurrection praying, Alleluia, Amen.

Holy and Risen Lord, help us to die to our own desires that we may be raised to new life in your love and 
service.
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Alleluia, Amen.

Holy and Risen Lord, heal the divisions among nations. Give to our nation’s leaders, all the leaders of the world, 
and all those in any authority, the wisdom, compassion, and love to lead with grace.
Alleluia, Amen.

Holy and Risen Lord, we pray for those who suffer from violence of any kind. Give your peace to all your 
children, that through your light we may prosper in your goodness.
Alleluia, Amen.

Holy and Risen Lord, heal us from our perceptions of scarcity and bless us with an abundance of love for one 
another that no one should suffer from apathy or neglect.
Alleluia, Amen.

Holy and Risen Lord, we thank you for the manifold blessings of this life; especially those blessings we name 
aloud or in the silence of our hearts (silence) May we always remember, everything is a blessing from you.
Alleluia, Amen.

Holy and Risen Lord, we pray for the parishes represented here this evening especially Holy Innocents Church, 
St. Andrew’s Church, St. Francis Church, St. Stephen’s Church, and those visiting from other communities. 
May each of our communities be the light of Christ in a dark and dangerous world. 
Alleluia, Amen.

Holy and Risen Lord, comfort those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit and those whom we name aloud or in 
the silence of our hearts (silence)….. May we all be healed and renewed by the power of your resurrection.
Alleluia, Amen.

Holy and Risen Lord, give to the departed eternal rest and let light perpetual shine upon them.
Alleluia, Amen. 

The Peace

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
   The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

The Offertory
Offertory Anthem                                             O Clap Your Hands                                                    John Rutter

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #120 The Holy Eucharist II, Lift up your hearts:
Sursum corda

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. This song may be printed in congregational song sheets
for one-time use. No permission is granted to include this song in a hymnal or other permanent or semi-permanent collection of songs. No other
form of the music, whether for use by a choir, organ or other accompaniments is covered by this license. Please contact the publishers for these
permissions.

If you have purchased ritesong individual songs you have the rite for a single one-time use as described above. You will need to purchase them
again for any other use.

If you have made an annual purchase of ritesong, these rights expire when your annual purchase lapses. You must maintain an annual purchase
to maintain license rights described above.



12

The people remain standing. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth.

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People

SANCTUS S128

The people stand or kneel.

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #128 The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord:
Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. This song may be printed in congregational song sheets
for one-time use. No permission is granted to include this song in a hymnal or other permanent or semi-permanent collection of songs. No other
form of the music, whether for use by a choir, organ or other accompaniments is covered by this license. Please contact the publishers for these
permissions.

If you have purchased ritesong individual songs you have the rite for a single one-time use as described above. You will need to purchase them
again for any other use.

If you have made an annual purchase of ritesong, these rights expire when your annual purchase lapses. You must maintain an annual purchase
to maintain license rights described above.

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #120 The Holy Eucharist II, Lift up your hearts:
Sursum corda

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. This song may be printed in congregational song sheets
for one-time use. No permission is granted to include this song in a hymnal or other permanent or semi-permanent collection of songs. No other
form of the music, whether for use by a choir, organ or other accompaniments is covered by this license. Please contact the publishers for these
permissions.

If you have purchased ritesong individual songs you have the rite for a single one-time use as described above. You will need to purchase them
again for any other use.

If you have made an annual purchase of ritesong, these rights expire when your annual purchase lapses. You must maintain an annual purchase
to maintain license rights described above.
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Then the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Celebrant and People

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [                          and] all your saints, we 
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,

People and Celebrant

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept.
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Fraction Anthem S155

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All baptized Christians, regardless of denomination or age, are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please 
come forward at the appropriate time. You may receive both the bread and wine, one or the other, come forward 
for a blessing, or remain seated.

Communion Hymn 183                       Christians, to the Paschal victim                       Victimae Paschali laudes

Communion Meditation  

After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.



The Blessing

HYMN 208                                             The strife is o’er, the battle done                                                 Victory                                      

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words

Deacon: Alleluia, Alleluia Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
The People respond 
  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Closing Voluntary

 

SERVING TODAY
Celebrant: The Rev. David Wyly, Rector, St. Stephen’s

Preacher: The Rev. Whit Stroud Priest-in-Charge, Holy Innocents/St. Francis
Deacon: The Rev. Rebecca Bean St. Andrew’s

Organist: Patrick Ritsch 
Lectors: Jill Brogneaux, St. Francis
Natasha Washington, St. Andrew’s

Donna Smith, Holy Innocents
Amy Brantley, St. Stephen’s

Wendy Smith, Holy Innocents
Eucharistic Ministers: Kim Larson, St. Stephen’s

Bob Cagle, St. Stephen’s
Acolytes: Atha Branley, St. Stephen’s

Nora Brantley, St. Stephen’s
Madalo Bean, St. Andrew’s/St. Stephen’s

Ushers: Amy & Todd Brantley
Live Stream Technician: Steven Smith

Copyright Information — All music is within the public domain and may be reproduced as needed. All music 
was purchased through RiteSeries. 
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 WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S! 
  
Name:                                                                                                                                  

Address:                                                                                                                              

Email address:                                                                                                                     

Phone Numbers: Home                                                     Cell                                           

I am new to the parish, I would like the Clergy to call.  

I am interested in                                                                                                   ministry.  

Marital Status:                                                                                                                      

Date of Birth:                                                                                                                        

Anniversary Date:                                                                                                                 

Baptism Date and Location:                                                                                                  

Confirmation Date and Location:                                                                                         

Please list the people who reside with you and their ages: 

                                                                                                                                              

Any additional information you wish to include?  

                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                              

Please tear off this sheet with your information entered and place in the offering plate  
or give to an usher or greeter. Thank you! We look forward to meeting you!
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St. Stephen’s Parish Prayer List 
We pray for our parishioners: 

Margie Clarke, Glenda Futch, Ed Futch, Debby Hickey, Sue McDonald, John 
Peacock, Marguerite Pennington, Jane Rustin, Marjorie Snyder, Dorisenia 

Thompson, Betsy Toomey and John Wolfe 

And for our family and friends: 
Dennis Blake, Ruth Ann Brame, Charlotte Bridgers, Nancy Brookes, Howard 
Churchill, Lee Clayton, Will Cox, Donna Crumpler, Josh Davenport, Susan 

Edgerton, Viola Figueroa, Leah Fulkerson, Rachel Golden and family, Elaine Gregory, 
Bonnie Hale, David Hesmer, Nolan Hill, Annice Davis Hodges, Jinny (friend of Leigh 
Broadfoot), Tisha Johnson, Zeb Jones, Cailee Ladd, Chrissie Lewis, Alicia Kennedy 

Mathis, Greg Morris, Mary Beth Parker, Alex Peacock, Julia Peacock, Jodi Power, Gene 
Pryor, Adylene Rohrer, Drue Seefeld, Donna Shibley, Chris Smith, Jackson 

Smith, Yvonne Stovall, Steve Synder, Bob Williams, Jennifer WinterRose, Patricia 
Worley, Natalie Young 

In the Armed Forces:  
John Keena, Logan McDevitt, Taylor McDevitt, Wes Morrison,  

Steven S. and Jay Womble   

Partner in Education: 
Dillard Middle School, its students, faculty, and staff.  

Happy Birthday!  
April 7 — Langley Barnes and Jim Smith 

April 12 — Nancy Headen 
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
200 N. James St., Goldsboro, NC 27530

Church: (919) 734-4263
www.ststephenschurch.com

email: admin@ststephenschurch.com

CLERGY
The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop

The Rev. David Wyly
Rector@ststephenschurch.com

CHURCH STAFF
Organist and Choirmaster: Patrick Ritsch

organist@ststephenschurch.com
Church Administrative Assistant: Vicky Bailey 

admin@ststephenschurch.com
Director of Christian Formation: Xena Markine-Morrison

xmorrison@ststephenschurch.com
Communications Coordinator: Jane Cunningham 

communications@ststephenschurch.com
Church Sexton: Alfie Barnes

VESTRY
Senior Warden: Katherine MacDonald, Junior Warden: Betty Duncan,

Treasurer: Bob Cagle, Clerk: Nancy Headen 
Other Vestry Members Include: Meredith Adams, Will Bland, Todd Brantley

Susan Brown, Betty Duncan, Bruce Griffin, David Huard, Gwyn LaFave, Sallie Wahl


