EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO
JULY 23,2023 ® 10:30 A.M.

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
St. Stephen’s is a community of people made more complete by the grace of a perfect
God, who proclaim the Gospel by sharing the reconciling love of Christ with others
through redeeming acts of hospitality, forgiveness, justice, and peace.

ORDER OF SERVICE

VOLUNTARY Improvisation on St. Denio

HYMN 412 Earth and all stars Earth and All Stars
Officiant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever. Amen

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask
and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give
us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we
cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS (Please be seated.)
The First Reading: Genesis 28:10-19a

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside
him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of
Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your
offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the
west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the
earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and
will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” Then Jacob woke from
his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!”” And
he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”



So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under
his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that
place Bethel.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 139: 1-11, 22-23 Domine, probasti

1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; *
you know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places *
and are acquainted with all my ways.

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *
but you, O Lord, know it altogether.

4 You press upon me behind and before *
and lay your hand upon me.

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.

6 Where can I go then from your Spirit? *
where can I flee from your presence?

7 If T climb up to heaven, you are there; *
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.

8 If I take the wings of the morning *
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

9 Even there your hand will lead me *
and your right hand hold me fast.

10 If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, *
and the light around me turn to night,”

11 Darkness is not dark to you;
the night is as bright as the day; *
darkness and light to you are both alike.

22 Search me out, O God, and know my heart; *
try me and know my restless thoughts.



23 Look well whether there be any wickedness in me *
and lead me in the way that is everlasting.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the
beginning is now and will be forever. Amen.

The Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the

flesh — for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit

you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba!
Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ — if, in
fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of
its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation
itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning
in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have
the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is
not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see,
we wait for it with patience.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HYMN 424 For the fruit of all creation

The Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 (Please stand.)

Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away.



So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And
the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” He answered,
‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and
gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot
the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and
at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’”

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached

him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered,
“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and
the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the
evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the
age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with
fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and
they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they

will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing

of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.

Let anyone with ears listen!”

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
THE NICENE CREED (All stand.)

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

The Rev. David Wyly



he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.



OFFERTORY Father, We Thank Thee William Albright
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer D)
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant: It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you
alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and
for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with
your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and,
beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with
them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify
your Name, as we sing (say),

Celebrant and People:
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The people stand or kneel.
The Celebrant continues

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your
wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into

our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your
creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the
power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might
find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the
prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only
Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived
as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to
prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to
death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

11
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And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and
rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to
complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them
he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it

to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death
and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your
right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have
given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

Celebrant and People

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant continues

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon
us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your
holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your
Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a
living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the
blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

Remember Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael our Presiding Bishop, Rob our
Bishop and all who minister in your Church.

Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth.

Remember this parish and all its ministries. May we, as a community, hear your
call in our lives and grant us your grace to be the light of Christ in a dark and
dangerous world.



Remember those on our Parish Prayer List: Betty Anderson, Margie Clarke,

Glenda Futch, Ed Futch, Debby Hickey, Sue McDonald, John Peacock, Marguerite
Pennington, Jane Rustin, Marjorie Snyder, Dorisenia Thompson, Betsy Toomey and
John Wolfe.

Remember those suffering from violence of any kind.
Remember the women and men of our armed forces at home and abroad.

Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known
to you alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with [the Blessed Virgin Mary, with
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, with St. Stephen and all the saints who
have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give
you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours,
Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.

13
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation:
The Gifts of God for the People of God
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HYMN 335 I am the bread of life I Am the Bread of Life

All baptized Christians, regardless of denomination or age, are welcome to receive Holy
Communion. Please come forward at the appropriate time. You may receive both the
bread and wine, one or the other, come forward for a blessing, or remain seated.

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS
THE BLESSING
HYMN 423 Immortal, invisible, God only wise St. Denio

THE DISMISSAL

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

VOLUNTARY Prelude in G Major JS Bach

15



SERVING TODAY
Celebrant: The Rev. David Wyly
Organist: Patrick Ritsch
Ushers: Jerry and Mary Cottrell
Eucharistic Visitors: Geoff and Lee Hulse
Live Stream Technician: James Ruggles

Copyright Information — All music is within the public domain and may be reproduced
as needed. All music was purchased through RiteSeries.
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St. Stephen’s Parish Prayer List

We pray for our parishioners:
Betty Anderson, Gina Christophe and family, Margie Clarke, Glenda Futch, Ed
Futch, Debby Hickey, Sue McDonald, John Peacock, Marguerite Pennington, Marjorie
Snyder, Dorisenia Thompson, Betsy Toomey and John Wolfe

And for our family and friends:

Dennis Blake, Ruth Ann Brame, Charlotte Bridgers, Nancy Brookes, Howard
Churchill, Lee Clayton, Robin R Coates, Will Cox, Donna Crumpler, Josh Davenport,
David Jones, Gordon Deal and Diana Myhre, Viola Figueroa, Leah Fulkerson, Rachel

Golden and family, Elaine Gregory, Bonnie Hale, David Hesmer, Nolan Hill, Annice
Davis Hodges, Jinny (friend of Leigh Broadfoot), Tisha Johnson, Cailee Ladd, Chrissie
Lewis, Alicia Kennedy Mathis, Greg Morris, Mary Beth Parker, Alex Peacock, Julia
Peacock, Jodi Power, Gene Pryor, Edith Pulliam, Adylene Rohrer, Drue Seefeld, Donna
Shibley, Chris Smith, Jackson Smith, Yvonne Stovall, Steve Synder, Sue Villa-Arce, Bob
Williams, Jennifer WinterRose, Patricia Worley, Natalie Young

In the Armed Forces:
John Keena, Logan McDevitt, Taylor McDevitt, Wes Morrison,
Steven S. and Jay Womble

Partner in Education:
Dillard Middle School, its students, faculty, and staff.

Happy Birthday!
July 23 — Luanne Davis
July 25 — Margie Clark and Ray Harris
July 26 — Elizabeth Woodard
July 27 — Gary Smithwick, Caroline Adams and Everett Adams



WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S!

Name:

Address:

Email address:

Phone Numbers: Home Cell

I am new to the parish, I would like the Clergy to call.

I am interested in

ministry.

Marital Status:

Date of Birth:

Anniversary Date:

Baptism Date and Location:

Confirmation Date and Location:

Please list the people who reside with you and their ages:

Any additional information you wish to include?

Please tear off this sheet with your information entered and place in the offering plate

or give to an usher or greeter. Thank you! We look forward to meeting you!
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