
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church has worshipped on this corner of North James and 

Mulberry Streets in Goldsboro since 1857 — in the same building! We welcome you to 
our historic building, but more than that, we are happy to have you worship with us.

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO 
JUNE 6,  2021  ■   10:30 A.M.

ORDER OF SERVICE

VOLUNTARY         Draw Nigh and Take the Body of the Lord        David Schack             
The people of God gather to proclaim and respond to the Word of God.

PROCESSIONAL                    Lift High the Cross   Hymn 473
Celebrant Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
 People: And also with you.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think 
those things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS  (Please be seated.)
The First Reading: 1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20, (11:14-15)

All the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, and said 
to him, “You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, 
then, a king to govern us, like other nations.” But the thing displeased Samuel 
when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the Lord, and the 
Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you; 
for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over 
them. Just as they have done to me, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt 
to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they are doing to you. 
Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn them, and show 
them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.”
So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him 
for a king. He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: 
he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, 
and to run before his chariots; [and he will appoint for himself commanders of 
thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap his 
harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. He 
will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take the 
best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his courtiers. 
He will take one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his 
officers and his courtiers.] He will take your male and female slaves, and the best 
of your cattle and donkeys, and put them to his work. He will take one-tenth of 
your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. And in that day you will cry out because 
of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but the Lord will not answer 
you in that day.”
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But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but we are 
determined to have a king over us, so that we also may be like other nations, and 
that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.”
[Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the 
kingship.” So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before 
the Lord in Gilgal. There they sacrificed offerings of well-being before the Lord, 
and there Saul and all the Israelites rejoiced greatly.]
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 138  Confitebor tibi
(we read the Psalm responsively by whole verse)      

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; *
 before the gods I will sing your praise.
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple
 and praise your Name, *
 because of your love and faithfulness;
3 For you have glorified your Name *
 and your word above all things.
4 When I called, you answered me; *
 you increased my strength within me.
5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, *
 when they have heard the words of your mouth.
6 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, *
 that great is the glory of the Lord.
7 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; *
 he perceives the haughty from afar.
8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *
 you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
 your right hand shall save me.
9 The Lord will make good his purpose for me; *
 O Lord, your love endures for ever;
 do not abandon the works of your hands.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the   
beginning is now and will be forever. Amen. 
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The Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I 
believed, and so I spoke” —we also believe, and so we speak, because we know 
that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring 
us with you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it 
extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our 
inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction 
is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we 
look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

The Gospel: Mark 3:20-35  (Please stand.)
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
The crowd came together again, so that Jesus and his disciples could not even eat. 
When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, 
“He has gone out of his mind.” And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem 
said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 
And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast 
out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And 
if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if 
Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has 
come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without 
first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.
“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies 
they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have 
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— for they had said, “He has an 
unclean spirit.”
Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and 
called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother 
and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” And he replied, “Who 
are my mother and my brothers?” And looking at those who sat around him, he 
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said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my 
brother and sister and mother.”
Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON  The  Rev. Alan Neale, Interim Rector

Be thou my vision       Irish melody
Soloist: Chris Garrison

THE NICENE CREED  (All stand.)
We believe in one God,
 the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father.
 Through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation
  he came down from heaven:
  by the power of the Holy Spirit
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
  and was made man.
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
    he suffered death and was buried.
       On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
       he ascended into heaven
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
   and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
 He has spoken through the Prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Beloved God, we thank you for giving us power through your Spirit to reveal your life to 
the world: strengthen, bless, and guide us to make you known by word and example.
We are your Church, O God.
Guide us in your grace.

We thank you for your creation, and pray for the earth you have given us to cherish and 
protect: nourish in us your love for all you have made.
We are your stewards, O God. 
Guide us in your grace.

Guide and bless us in our work and in our play, and shape the patterns of our political and 
economic life, that all people may share in the fulfillment of your creative work.
We are your servants, O God.
Guide us in your grace.

Awaken our hearts to your presence in all people; in those we love easily and those with 
whom we struggle, in those different from us and those familiar to us.
We are made in your image, O God.
Guide us in your grace.

We thank you for calling us to a glorious heritage as your holy people. Free us from lack 
of vision, from inertia of will and spirit. By your life-giving Spirit, lead us out of isolation 
and oppression, redeem and restore us. 
You are the life within us, O God.
Guide us in your grace.

We thank you for the gift of life, with all its blessings and sorrows. Shield the joyous, 
comfort and strengthen those in any need or trouble. Bless those who will be born today and 
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those who will die, that joining with the company of all your saints we may rejoice in one 
unending song of praise.
In you alone we have eternal life, O God.
Guide us in your grace.

Celebrant:
We offer these our prayers and thanksgivings to you, O God, the source of all that is true 
and holy, now and for ever. Amen.

The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen
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THE PEACE
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B)

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. (Here a Proper Preface is added.)
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
     Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
     Hosana in the highest.

Celebrant and People:
The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues:
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People:
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues:
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.
  Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
  Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation:
The Gifts of God for the People of God

We welcome those viewing online to make their Communion spiritually. Tell the Lord 
that you open your hearts, minds, and lives to Him. Remember the promise of Scripture, 
“The Lord says, Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with them.

Come Unto to Me      Healey Willan
Soloist: Chris Garrison

Rector Search Prayer 
Amighty God, who knows our hearts and minds. You have blessed our Church with 
generations of faithful servant leaders. Guide our Search Committee, Vestry and Parish 
Family as we call for our new Rector. Grace us with patience, trust, and hope through this 
time of discovery. We pray that we may call a faithful Rector who will guide us in our 
spiritual journey. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People:

Eternal God, heavenly father
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
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THE RECESSIONAL           God of grace and God of Glory   Hymn 594
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words
   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God. 

VOLUNTARY                  At the Lamb’s High Feast       Theodore Beck                                                  

Flowers on the altar on Sunday, June 6 are given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving 
and honor of Sallie Brown Fleming’s 13th birthday, by Ashley and Duffy Fleming.

You are invited to choose a Sunday and make a donation to the Flower Fund so that 
a Memorial or Thanksgiving event can be observed. The required donation for two 
arrangements is $120; if the cost is prohibitive, maybe a joint donation can be made? 
Please contact Vicky Bailey at the Church Office at admin@ststephenschurch.com or 
919-734-4263 to send details of the Memorial/Thanksgiving. Dates are available for June 
20 and onwards.

SERVING TODAY
Recording: Xena Markine-Morrison

CHURCH STAFF
Church Administrative Assistant: Vicky Bailey 

admin@ststephenschurch.com
Communications Coordinator: Jane Cunningham 

cunninghamjane04@gmail.com
Church Sexton: Alfie Barnes
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
200 N. James St., Goldsboro, NC 27530

Church: (919) 734-4263
www.ststephenschurch.com

email: admin@ststephenschurch.com

CLERGY
The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop
The Rev. Alan Neale, Interim Rector

CHOIRMASTER
Marshall Foster

marshallfoster@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN FORMATION
Xena Markine-Morrison

xmorrison@ststephenschurch.com

VESTRY
Senior Warden: Lori Allen; Junior Warden: Mike Saylors;

Will Bland, Tom Brown, Duffy Fleming, Kathy Harris, Mary Susan Heath,
Mary Lee Jeffreys, Katherine MacDonald, Paul Rutter, Leon Stockton and Sallie Wahl


