
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church has worshipped on this corner of North James and 

Mulberry Streets in Goldsboro since 1857 — in the same building! We welcome you to 
our historic building, but more than that, we are happy to have you worship with us.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO
MAY 10,  2020  ■   10:30 A.M.

ORDER OF SERVICE
 
ENTRANCE RITE

 Celebrant:     Alleluia. Christ is risen.
 People: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
 People: And also with you.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know 
your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly 
follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS  (Please be seated.)
 The First Reading: Acts 7:55-60     

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered 
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they 
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their 
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, 
he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a 
loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he 
died.
Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

 
 

 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16: In te, Domine, speravi 
In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;
 let me never be put to shame; *
 deliver me in your righteousness.

Incline your ear to me; *
 make haste to deliver me.

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
 for you are my crag and my stronghold; *
 for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.



3

Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, *
 for you are my tower of strength.

Into your hands I commend my spirit, *
 for you have redeemed me,
 O Lord, O God of truth.

My times are in your hand; *
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
 and from those who persecute me.

Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
 and in your loving-kindness save me.”

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the 
beginning is now and will be forever. Amen.

The Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. For it stands in scripture:
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
      a cornerstone chosen and precious;
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
 “The stone that the builders rejected
      has become the very head of the corner”,
and
 “A stone that makes them stumble,
      and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
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But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light.
 Once you were not a people,
      but now you are God’s people;
 once you had not received mercy,
      but now you have received mercy.
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

The Gospel: John 14:1-14  (Please stand.)
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas 
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in 
me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but 
if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will 
do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever 
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name 
you ask me for anything, I will do it.”
Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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THE NICENE CREED  (All stand.)
 

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,
begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,

and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (from the Book of Common Worship)

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father.

Hear our prayers, O Lord our God.
Hear us, good Lord. 

Govern and direct your holy Church; fill it with love and truth; and grant it that unity 
which is your will.
Hear us, good Lord.

Give us boldness to preach the gospel in all the world, and to make disciples of all the 
nations.
Hear us, good Lord.

Enlighten Rob our bishop and all your ministers with knowledge and understanding, that 
by their teaching and their lives they may proclaim your word.
Hear us, good Lord.

Give your people grace to hear and receive your word, and to bring forth the fruit of the 
Spirit.
Hear us, good Lord.

Strengthen those who stand, comfort and help the faint-hearted; raise up the fallen; and 
finally beat down Satan under our feet.
Hear us, good Lord.

Guide our President and Congress and all the leaders of the nations into the ways of 
peace and justice.
Hear us, good Lord.

Give us the will to use the fruits of the earth to your glory, and for the good of all 
creation.
Hear us, good Lord.

Help and comfort the lonely, the bereaved and the oppressed.
Lord, have mercy.
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Keep in safety those serving in the Armed forces of our Country especially John Keena, 
Logan McDevitt, Taylor McDevitt, Wes Morrison, Steven S., Jay Womble and Goldsboro 
Guardsmen currently deployed to the Middle East.
Lord, have mercy.

Heal the sick in body and mind, especially our parishioners: Becky, Chuck, Sarah, Margie, 
Steve, Anna, Will, Ann, John, Sue, Paul, Charles, Doris, and Betsy; and our friends, family, 
and neighbors and provide for the homeless, the hungry and the destitute.
Lord, have mercy.

Show your pity on prisoners and refugees, and all who are in trouble.
Lord, have mercy.

Hear us as we remember those who have died in the peace of Christ, both those who have 
confessed the faith and those whose faith is known to you alone, and grant us with them a 
share in your eternal kingdom.
Lord, have mercy.

Celebrant:
We offer these our prayers and thanksgivings to you, O God, the source of all that is true 
and holy, now and for ever. Amen.

THE PEACE
 Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People: And also with you.

AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERINGS
I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved, and free, 
in awe and wonder to recall, his life laid down for me.

Words: Brian Wren ©1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL60188
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under license #78430
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A) 
 Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
 People: And also with you.
 Celebrant:     Lift up your hearts.
 People:         We lift them to the Lord.
 Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 People:         It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. (Here a Proper Preface is added.)
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Then the Celebrant continues:
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Celebrant and People:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues:
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.
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Let us pray.
 Celebrant and People:

Eternal God, heavenly father
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

 Priest: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

VESTRY
Senior Warden: Adam Livengood; Junior Warden: Lori Allen; Mary Mills Borden,

Todd Brantley, Tom Brown, Duffy Fleming, Kathy Harris, Mary Susan Heath,
Mary Lee Jeffreys, Alice Royal, Paul Rutter and Mike Saylors

Treasurer: Emilie Foy
Verger: Ray Harris
Clerk: Beth Saylors
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
200 N. James St., Goldsboro, NC 27530

Church: (919) 734-4263
www.ststephenschurch.com

CLERGY
The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop

CHOIRMASTER
Marshall Foster 

marshallfoster@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN FORMATION
Xena Markine-Morrison  

xmorrison@ststephenschurch.com

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR
Jane Cunningham 

cunninghamjane04@gmail.com


