
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church has worshipped on this corner of North James and 

Mulberry Streets in Goldsboro since 1857 — in the same building! We welcome you to 
our historic building, but more than that, we are happy to have you worship with us.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
  HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO 

DECEMBER 23,  2018  ■   10:30 A.M.

ORDER OF SERVICE
 
VOLUNTARY                            Veni, Emmanuel        Jan Bender
The People of God gather to proclaim and respond to the Word of God

ENTRANCE RITE

PROCESSIONAL HYMN             O come, O come, Emmanuel Hymn 56
 Celebrant:     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 People: And blessed be his kingdom now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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Kyrie (S 91)

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
 People: And also with you.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus 
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #91 The Holy Eucharist I, Lord have mercy upon us:
Kyrie

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. This song may be printed in congregational song sheets
for one-time use. No permission is granted to include this song in a hymnal or other permanent or semi-permanent collection of songs. No other
form of the music, whether for use by a choir, organ or other accompaniments is covered by this license. Please contact the publishers for these
permissions.

If you have purchased ritesong individual songs you have the rite for a single one-time use as described above. You will need to purchase them
again for any other use.

If you have made an annual purchase of ritesong, these rights expire when your annual purchase lapses. You must maintain an annual purchase
to maintain license rights described above.
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THE LESSONS  (Please be seated.)
 The First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a    

You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
 who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
 one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
 from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
 when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
 to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
 in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
 to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.

Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

Canticle 15                             The Song of Mary   Magnificat  
 Luke 1:46-55     

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
 the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
 in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
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He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
 and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
 and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
 to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the   
beginning is now and will be forever. Amen.

The Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10
When Christ came into the world, he said,
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
  but a body you have prepared for me;
 in burnt offerings and sin offerings
  you have taken no pleasure.
 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according 
to the law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the 
first in order to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn          Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord Hymn 437
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The Gospel: Luke 1:39-45 (Please stand.)
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard 
the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is 
she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by 
the Lord.”
Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (from the New Zealand Prayer Book)
God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise to hear us when we pray to 
you in faith with thanksgiving.
We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through whom we learn to love and 
to be loved. Thank you for all who care for us. Give us grace to serve Christ by serving 
our neighbours and our community, loving others as he loves us.
Silence
We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in Jesus Christ. Comfort 
and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or any other trouble, especially our parishioners: 
Sarah, Anna, Will, Jeff, Ann, Ann, Betty, Sue, Jack, Allan, Charles, Hal, Betsy, Jennifer 
and Kevin; and our friends, family, and neighbors: Al, Don, Brenda, Dennis, Ruth Ann, 
Charlotte, Kristine, Lee, Bob, Phyllis, Susan, Elizabeth, Joe, Sarah, David, Eric, Ann, 
Cailee, Chrissie, Mary Beth, Alex, Julia, Austen, Bob, Dan, John, Jackson, Zeno, Steve, 
Parrish and Bob. Give them courage and hope in their distress, and bless those who 
minister to them.
Silence
We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation and the rich heritage of our 
nation. Help us and people everywhere to share with justice and peace the resources of 
the earth. Give wisdom to our President and Congress and to all leaders of the nations. 
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Protect those serving in the armed forces of our country, especially Bill, Eric, Taylor, Wes 
and Jay.
Silence
We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for all who serve Christ 
and his kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen your people for their work and witness in the 
world. Unite us in your truth and love, that we who confess your name may also 
reflect your glory.
Silence
We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and we rejoice at the 
faithful witness of your saints in every age, praying that we may enter with them into the 
unending joy of your heavenly kingdom.
Silence
Merciful God, you look with compassion on all who turn to you. 
Hear the prayers of your people.
 Grant that what we have asked in faith
 we may by your grace receive;
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE CONFESSION
 Celebrant: Let us confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
 Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People: And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM      Sing of Mary, Pure and Lowly    arr. James Laster

AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERINGS

Words: Liturgy of St. James

Music:  Picardy, French carol, 17th century
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B) 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant:     Lift up your hearts.
People:         We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:         It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. (Here a Proper Preface is added.)
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus (S 125)The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #125 The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord:
Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. This song may be printed in congregational song sheets
for one-time use. No permission is granted to include this song in a hymnal or other permanent or semi-permanent collection of songs. No other
form of the music, whether for use by a choir, organ or other accompaniments is covered by this license. Please contact the publishers for these
permissions.

If you have purchased ritesong individual songs you have the rite for a single one-time use as described above. You will need to purchase them
again for any other use.

If you have made an annual purchase of ritesong, these rights expire when your annual purchase lapses. You must maintain an annual purchase
to maintain license rights described above.
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The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues:
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People:
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues:
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.
  Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

 Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
 The Gifts of God for the People of God.

COMMUNION HYMN          The angel Gabriel from heaven came  Hymn 256

SENDING FORTH OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to 
whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. We who
are many are one body because we all share one bread, one cup. Amen.
Let us pray.



11

 Celebrant and People:
Eternal God, heavenly father

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PARISH ANNUAL MEETING 

PROCESSION OUT             Hark! the glad sound! the savior comes    Hymn 72
 Priest: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
 People: Thanks be to God. 

VOLUNTARY               Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus          Wilbur Held

SERVING TODAY
Eucharistic Visitors: Pete & Emmy Mitchell

Ushers: Geoff Hulse and Dave Tayloe    

CHURCH STAFF
Parish Administrator: Margie Clark 

mclark@ststephenschurch.com
Communications Coordinator: Jane Cunningham 

cunninghamjane04@gmail.com
Treasurer: Emilie Foy

Verger: Ray Harris
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
200 N. James St., Goldsboro, NC 27530

Church: (919) 734-4263, Rector’s cell phone: (336) 745-5950
www.ststephenschurch.com

email: rjhanna14@yahoo.com

CLERGY
The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop
The Rev. Raymond J. Hanna, Rector

CHOIRMASTER
Marshall Foster 

marshallfoster@gmail.com

CHILDREN’S CHOIR DIRECTOR
Ella Hendershaw

ariellahendershaw@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN FORMATION
Xena Markine-Morrison  

xmorrison@ststephenschurch.com

VESTRY
Senior Warden: Nicole Barnes, Junior Warden: Chris Garrison

Mary Mills Borden, Todd Brantley, Linda Edsall-Huard, Emilie Foy, Drew Grice, Adam 
Livengood, Pete Mitchell, Alice Royal, Beth Saylors and Dave Tayloe


