
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
St. Stephen’s is a community of people made more complete by the grace of a perfect
God, who proclaim the Gospel by sharing the reconciling love of Christ with others

through redeeming acts of hospitality, forgiveness, justice, and peace.

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO 

NOVEMBER 19,  2023  ■   10:30 A.M.

ORDER OF SERVICE

VOLUNTARY                   Improvisation in G Major 

HYMN 632                         O Christ, the Word Incarnate  Munich 
(Please stand as you are able.)
	 Officiant:					 Blessed	be	God:	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit.
 People: And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever. Amen
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid:	Cleanse	the	thoughts	of	our	hearts	by	the	inspiration	of	your	Holy	Spirit,	that	we	
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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GLORIA S280
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 Celebrant:	 The	Lord	be	with	you.	 	
 People: And also with you.
	 Celebrant:	 Let	us	pray.

(Please stand or kneel as you are able.) 
Blessed	Lord,	who	caused	all	holy	Scriptures	to	be	written	for	our	learning:	Grant	us	
so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace 
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our 
Savior	Jesus	Christ;	who	lives	and	reigns	with	you	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	for	
ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS  (Please be seated.)
The First Reading: Judges 4:1-7
The	Israelites	again	did	what	was	evil	in	the	sight	of	the	Lord,	after	Ehud	died.	So	
the	Lord	sold	them	into	the	hand	of	King	Jabin	of	Canaan,	who	reigned	in	Hazor;	
the	commander	of	his	army	was	Sisera,	who	lived	in	Harosheth-ha-goiim.	Then	the	
Israelites	cried	out	to	the	Lord	for	help;	for	he	had	nine	hundred	chariots	of	iron,	
and	had	oppressed	the	Israelites	cruelly	twenty	years.
At	that	time	Deborah,	a	prophetess,	wife	of	Lappidoth,	was	judging	Israel.	She	
used	to	sit	under	the	palm	of	Deborah	between	Ramah	and	Bethel	in	the	hill	
country	of	Ephraim;	and	the	Israelites	came	up	to	her	for	judgment.	She	sent	and	
summoned	Barak	son	of	Abinoam	from	Kedesh	in	Naphtali,	and	said	to	him,	
“The	Lord,	the	God	of	Israel,	commands	you,	‘Go,	take	position	at	Mount	Tabor,	
bringing	ten	thousand	from	the	tribe	of	Naphtali	and	the	tribe	of	Zebulun.	I	will	
draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with 
his	chariots	and	his	troops;	and	I	will	give	him	into	your	hand.’”
Reader:			The	Word	of	the	Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 123  Ad te levavi oculos meos     
(Please stand as you are able. The psalm will be read responsively by whole verse.)
1	To	you	I	lift	up	my	eyes,	*
  to you enthroned in the heavens.
2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, *
  and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
3	So	our	eyes	look	to	the	Lord	our	God,	*
  until he show us his mercy.
4 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, *
  for we have had more than enough of contempt,
5	Too	much	of	the	scorn	of	the	indolent	rich,	*
  and of the derision of the proud.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the  
beginning is now and will be forever. Amen. 

The Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  (Please be seated.)
Now	concerning	the	times	and	the	seasons,	brothers	and	sisters,	you	do	not	need	
to	have	anything	written	to	you.	For	you	yourselves	know	very	well	that	the	day	
of	the	Lord	will	come	like	a	thief	in	the	night.	When	they	say,	“There	is	peace	
and	security,”	then	sudden	destruction	will	come	upon	them,	as	labor	pains	come	
upon	a	pregnant	woman,	and	there	will	be	no	escape!	But	you,	beloved,	are	not	
in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of 
light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let 
us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who 
sleep	sleep	at	night,	and	those	who	are	drunk	get	drunk	at	night.	But	since	we	
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and 
for	a	helmet	the	hope	of	salvation.	For	God	has	destined	us	not	for	wrath	but	for	
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether 
we	are	awake	or	asleep	we	may	live	with	him.	Therefore	encourage	one	another	
and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
Reader:			The	Word	of	the	Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

HYMN 59                       Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding Merton
(Please stand as you are able.)
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 The Gospel:	Matthew 25:14-30  (Please stand.)
Priest:	 The	Holy	Gospel	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	according	to	Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus	said,	“It	is	as	if	a	man,	going	on	a	journey,	summoned	his	slaves	and	
entrusted	his	property	to	them;	to	one	he	gave	five	talents,	to	another	two,	to	
another	one,	to	each	according	to	his	ability.	Then	he	went	away.	The	one	who	had	
received	the	five	talents	went	off	at	once	and	traded	with	them,	and	made	five	more	
talents.	In	the	same	way,	the	one	who	had	the	two	talents	made	two	more	talents.	
But	the	one	who	had	received	the	one	talent	went	off	and	dug	a	hole	in	the	ground	
and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and 
settled	accounts	with	them.	Then	the	one	who	had	received	the	five	talents	came	
forward,	bringing	five	more	talents,	saying,	‘Master,	you	handed	over	to	me	five	
talents;	see,	I	have	made	five	more	talents.’	His	master	said	to	him,	‘Well	done,	
good	and	trustworthy	slave;	you	have	been	trustworthy	in	a	few	things,	I	will	put	
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with 
the	two	talents	also	came	forward,	saying,	‘Master,	you	handed	over	to	me	two	
talents;	see,	I	have	made	two	more	talents.’	His	master	said	to	him,	‘Well	done,	
good	and	trustworthy	slave;	you	have	been	trustworthy	in	a	few	things,	I	will	put	
you	in	charge	of	many	things;	enter	into	the	joy	of	your	master.’	Then	the	one	who	
had	received	the	one	talent	also	came	forward,	saying,	‘Master,	I	knew	that	you	
were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 
not	scatter	seed;	so	I	was	afraid,	and	I	went	and	hid	your	talent	in	the	ground.	Here	
you	have	what	is	yours.’	But	his	master	replied,	‘You	wicked	and	lazy	slave!	You	
knew,	did	you,	that	I	reap	where	I	did	not	sow,	and	gather	where	I	did	not	scatter?	
Then	you	ought	to	have	invested	my	money	with	the	bankers,	and	on	my	return	I	
would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, 
and	give	it	to	the	one	with	the	ten	talents.	For	to	all	those	who	have,	more	will	be	
given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even 
what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the 
outer	darkness,	where	there	will	be	weeping	and	gnashing	of	teeth.’”
Priest:	 	 The	Gospel	of	the	Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON                                                                The	Rev.	David	Wyly
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THE NICENE CREED  (All stand.)
We believe in one God,
 the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father.
 Through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation
  he came down from heaven:
  by the power of the Holy Spirit
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
  and was made man.
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
    he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
       he ascended into heaven
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
   and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
 He has spoken through the Prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.



7

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM IV
(Please kneel as you are able.) 
Deacon or other leader
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant,	Almighty	God,	that	all	who	confess	your	Name	may	be	united	in	your	truth,	live	
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 
we may honor one another and serve the common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless	all	whose	lives	are	closely	linked	with	ours,	and	grant	that	we	may	serve	Christ	in	
them, and love one another as he loves us.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially Randy 
Anderson, Margie	Clarke,	Glenda	Futch,	Ed	Futch,	Debby	Hickey,	Marguerite	
Pennington,	Pat	Sasser,	Marjorie	Snyder,	Betsy	Toomey	and	John	Wolfe; give them 
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



8

Remember this parish and all its ministries. May we, as a community, hear your call in 
our lives and grant us your grace to be the light of Christ in a dark and dangerous world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer 
We	commend	to	your	mercy	all	who	have	died,	that	your	will	for	them	may	be	fulfilled;	
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

CONFESSION OF SIN
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

THE PEACE
 (Please stand as you are able.)
	 Celebrant:	 The	Peace	of	the	Lord	be	always	with	you.
 People: And also with you.

OFFERTORY                         We Gather Together  arr. Rachel Aarons 
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AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERINGS
(Please stand as you are able.)

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving	(Eucharistic	Prayer	1,	from	Enriching Our Worship)

Celebrant:	 The	Lord	be	with	you.
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant:		 Lift	up	your	hearts.
People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:		 Let	us	give	thanks	to	the	Lord	our	God.
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant:		 It	is	truly	right,	and	good	and	joyful,	to	give	you	thanks,	all-holy	God,

  source of life and fountain of mercy.
The following Preface may be used at any time.
You	have	filled	us	and	all	creation	with	your	blessing	and	fed	us	with	your	constant	love;
you	have	redeemed	us	in	Jesus	Christ	and	knit	us	into	one	body.	Through	your	Spirit	you	
replenish us and call us to fullness of life.
In place of the preceding, a Proper Preface from the Book of Common Prayer may be 
used.
Therefore,	joining	with	Angels	and	Archangels	and	with	the	faithful	of	every	generation,
we	lift	our	voices	with	all	creation	as	we	sing	(say):

13
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Celebrant and People

SANCTUS S-129

The Celebrant continues  (Please kneel as you are able.)
Blessed	are	you,	gracious	God,	creator	of	the	universe	and	giver	of	life.	You	formed	us	in	
your	own	image	and	called	us	to	dwell	in	your	infinite	love.	You	gave	the	world	into	our	
care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.
But	we	failed	to	honor	your	image	in	one	another	and	in	ourselves;	we	would	not	see	
your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one 
another,	and	rejected	your	love.	Yet	you	never	ceased	to	care	for	us,	and	prepared	the	way	
of salvation for all people.
Through	Abraham	and	Sarah	you	called	us	into	covenant	with	you.	You	delivered	us	from	
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of 
salvation.	Then,	in	the	fullness	of	time,	you	sent	your	eternal	Word,	made	mortal	flesh	in	
Jesus.	Born	into	the	human	family,	and	dwelling	among	us,	he	revealed	your	glory.
Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of 
freedom and life.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand 
upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and 
any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
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On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 
given	thanks	to	you,	he	broke	it,	and	gave	it	to	his	friends,	and	said:	“Take,	eat:	This	is	
my	Body	which	is	given	for	you.	Do	this	for	the	remembrance	of	me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave	it	to	them,	and	said:	“Drink	this,	all	of	you:	This	is	my	Blood	of	the	new	Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do	this	for	the	remembrance	of	me.”
Therefore	we	proclaim	the	mystery	of	faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread	and	this	wine.	By	your	Holy	Spirit	may	they	be	for	us	the	Body	and	Blood	of	our	
Savior	Jesus	Christ.	Grant	that	we	who	share	these	gifts	may	be	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit
and	live	as	Christ’s	Body	in	the	world.	Bring	us	into	the	everlasting	heritage	of	your	
daughters and sons, that with [ ___________ and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to 
come,	we	may	praise	your	Name	for	ever.
Through	Christ	and	with	Christ	and	in	Christ,	in	the	unity	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	to	you	be	
honor,	glory,	and	praise,	for	ever	and	ever.	AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 The	Celebrant	breaks	the	consecrated	bread.

FRACTION ANTHEM S154

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation:
 The	Gifts	of	God	for	the	People	of	God

All baptized Christians, regardless of denomination or age, are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Please come forward at the appropriate time. You may receive both the 
bread and wine, one or the other, come forward for a blessing, or remain seated. 

HYMN 490                        I want to walk as a child of the light Houston

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
(Please kneel as you are able.)
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
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and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

THE BLESSING 

HYMN 680                           O God, our help in ages past St. Anne
(Please stand as you are able.)

THE DISMISSAL
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words
   Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God. 

VOLUNTARY                              Prelude in F Major  JS	Bach                       
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SERVING TODAY
Celebrant: The	Rev.	David	Wyly

Organist: Patrick Ritsch   
Ushers: Betty	Duncan	&	David	Ham

Eucharistic Visitors:	David	&	Linda	Huard
Live Stream Technician: James Ruggles

The	flowers	on	the	altar	are	given	to	the	glory	of	God	and	in	memory	and	loving	thanks	
for	Herbert	B.	Hulse,	Sr.,	Rowena	M.	Hulse,	Bruce	Hulse,	Norman	Edgerton,	and	

Susan	Edgerton	by	the	Hulse	Family.

Copyright Information — All music is within the public domain and may be reproduced 
as needed. All music was purchased through RiteSeries. 



15

 WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S! 
  
Name:                                                                                                                                  

Address:                                                                                                                              

Email address:                                                                                                                     

Phone Numbers: Home                                                     Cell                                           

I am new to the parish, I would like the Clergy to call.  

I am interested in                                                                                                   ministry.  

Marital Status:                                                                                                                      

Date of Birth:                                                                                                                        

Anniversary Date:                                                                                                                 

Baptism Date and Location:                                                                                                  

Confirmation Date and Location:                                                                                         

Please list the people who reside with you and their ages: 

                                                                                                                                              

Any additional information you wish to include?  

                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                              

Please tear off this sheet with your information entered and place in the offering plate  
or give to an usher or greeter. Thank you! We look forward to meeting you!



St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
200 N. James St., Goldsboro, NC 27530

Church:	(919)	734-4263
www.ststephenschurch.com

email:	admin@ststephenschurch.com
CLERGY

The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop
The Rev. David Wyly

Rector@ststephenschurch.com

CHURCH STAFF
Organist and Choirmaster: Patrick Ritsch

organist@ststephenschurch.com
Church Administrative Assistant: Vicky Bailey 

admin@ststephenschurch.com
Communications Coordinator: Jane Cunningham 

cunninghamjane04@gmail.com
Church Sexton: Alfie Barnes

VESTRY
Senior	Warden:	Katherine	MacDonald,	Junior	Warden:	Betty	Duncan,

Treasurer:	Bob	Cagle,	Clerk:	Nancy	Headen	
Other	Vestry	Members	Include:	Meredith	Adams,	Don	Barnes,	Will	Bland,	Todd	Brantley
Susan	Brown,	Betty	Duncan,	David	Huard,	Gwyn	LaFave,	Larry	Tingen,	Sallie	Wahl


