
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
St. Stephen’s is a community of people made more complete by the grace of a perfect
God, who proclaim the Gospel by sharing the reconciling love of Christ with others

through redeeming acts of hospitality, forgiveness, justice, and peace.

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO 

OCTOBER 15,  2023  ■  10:30 A.M.

ORDER OF SERVICE

VOLUNTARY                       Improvisation in D             	                 

HYMN 408                 Sing praise to God who reigns above 	 Mit Freuden zart
(Please stand as you are able.)
	 Officiant:    	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
	 People:	 And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever. Amen
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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GLORIA S280
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY�

	 Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.	 	
	 People:	 And also with you.
	 Celebrant:	 Let us pray.

(Please stand or kneel as you are able.) 
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may 
continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS  (Please be seated.)
The First Reading: Exodus 32:1-14

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the 
people gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who 
shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” Aaron said to them, “Take off 
the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, 
and bring them to me.” So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, 
and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and 
cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; 
and Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.” 
They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of 
well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel.
The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up 
out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside 
from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of 
a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, 
O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” The Lord said to Moses, 
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“I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my 
wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make 
a great nation.”
But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath 
burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with 
great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with 
evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume 
them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind 
and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 
your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will 
multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” And 
the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his 
people.
Reader:   The Word of the Lord.
People: 	 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23    Confitemini Domino, Et fecerunt vitulum     
(Please stand as you are able. The psalm will be read responsively by whole verse.)
1 Hallelujah!
		  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *
		  for his mercy endures for ever.
2 Who can declare the mighty acts of the Lord *
		  or show forth all his praise?
3 Happy are those who act with justice *
		  and always do what is right!
4 Remember me, O Lord, with the favor you have for your people, *
		  and visit me with your saving help;
5 That I may see the prosperity of your elect
		  and be glad with the gladness of your people, *
	 	 that I may glory with your inheritance.
6 We have sinned as our forebears did; *
		  we have done wrong and dealt wickedly.
19 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb *
		  and worshiped a molten image;
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20 And so they exchanged their Glory *
		  for the image of an ox that feeds on grass.
21 They forgot God their Savior, *
		  who had done great things in Egypt,
22 Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, *
		  and fearful things at the Red Sea.
23 So he would have destroyed them,
		  had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, *
		  to turn away his wrath from consuming them.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the 	
beginning is now and will be forever. Amen. 

The Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9  (Please be seated.)
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 
the Lord in this way, my beloved.
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and 
I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled 
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-
workers, whose names are in the book of life.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep 
on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, 
and the God of peace will be with you.
Reader:   The Word of the Lord.
People: 	 Thanks be to God.

HYMN 7                        Christ, whose glory fills the skies	 Ratisbon
(Please stand as you are able.)
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	 The Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14  (Please stand.)
Priest:	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People:	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent 
his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they 
would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been 
invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they 
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the 
rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He 
sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to 
his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore 
into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those 
slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and 
bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was 
not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in 
here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are 
chosen.”
Priest:	 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People:	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON                                                               	 The Rev. David Wyly

THE NICENE CREED  (All stand.)
We believe in one God,
	 the Father, the Almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth,
	 of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
	 the only Son of God,
	 eternally begotten of the Father,
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	 God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
	 of one Being with the Father.
	 Through him all things were made.
	 For us and for our salvation
		  he came down from heaven:
 	 by the power of the Holy Spirit
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
		  and was made man.
 	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
 	  	 he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
 	     	 he ascended into heaven
 	    	 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
 		  and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
	 He has spoken through the Prophets.
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
		  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM IV
(Please kneel as you are able.) 
Deacon or other leader
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 
we may honor one another and serve the common good.
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Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially Randy 
Anderson, Margie Clarke, Glenda Futch, Ed Futch, Debby Hickey, Marguerite 
Pennington, Pat Sasser, Marjorie Snyder, Betsy Toomey and John Wolfe; give them 
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Remember this parish and all its ministries. May we, as a community, hear your call in 
our lives and grant us your grace to be the light of Christ in a dark and dangerous world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
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CONFESSION OF SIN
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

THE PEACE
	 (Please stand as you are able.)
	 Celebrant:	 The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People:	 And also with you.

OFFERTORY                              With a Voice of Singing 	 M. Shaw 

AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERINGS
(Please stand as you are able.)

13
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer 1, from Enriching Our Worship)

Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.
People: 	 And also with you.
Celebrant: 	 Lift up your hearts.
People: 	 We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: 	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant: 	 It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God,

		  source of life and fountain of mercy.
The following Preface may be used at any time.
You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love;
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you 
replenish us and call us to fullness of life.
In place of the preceding, a Proper Preface from the Book of Common Prayer may be 
used.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation,
we lift our voices with all creation as we sing (say):
Celebrant and People

SANCTUS S-129
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The Celebrant continues  (Please kneel as you are able.)
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in 
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our 
care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see 
your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one 
another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way 
of salvation for all people.
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of 
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in 
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory.
Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of 
freedom and life.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand 
upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and 
any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is 
my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your 
daughters and sons, that with [ ___________ and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to 



12

come, we may praise your Name for ever.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
	 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.

FRACTION ANTHEM S154
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation:
	 The Gifts of God for the People of God

All baptized Christians, regardless of denomination or age, are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Please come forward at the appropriate time. You may receive both the 
bread and wine, one or the other, come forward for a blessing, or remain seated. 

HYMN 645                        The King of love my shepherd is   	 St. Columba

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
(Please kneel as you are able.)
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

THE BLESSING 

HYMN 556                              Rejoice, ye pure in heart	 Marion
(Please stand as you are able.)

THE DISMISSAL
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words
 		  Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: 	 Thanks be to God. 

VOLUNTARY                                 Prelude in G	 JS Bach                       
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SERVING TODAY
Celebrant: The Rev. David Wyly

Organist: Patrick Ritsch   
Ushers: David and Linda Huard

Eucharistic Visitors: David and Linda Huard
Live Stream Technician: James Ruggles

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for their 17th 
wedding anniversary by Beth and Kyle Saylors.

Copyright Information — All music is within the public domain and may be reproduced 
as needed. All music was purchased through RiteSeries. 
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 WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S! 
  
Name:                                                                                                                                  

Address:                                                                                                                              

Email address:                                                                                                                     

Phone Numbers: Home                                                     Cell                                           

I am new to the parish, I would like the Clergy to call.  

I am interested in                                                                                                   ministry.  

Marital Status:                                                                                                                      

Date of Birth:                                                                                                                        

Anniversary Date:                                                                                                                 

Baptism Date and Location:                                                                                                  

Confirmation Date and Location:                                                                                         

Please list the people who reside with you and their ages: 

                                                                                                                                              

Any additional information you wish to include?  

                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                              

Please tear off this sheet with your information entered and place in the offering plate  
or give to an usher or greeter. Thank you! We look forward to meeting you!



St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
200 N. James St., Goldsboro, NC 27530

Church: (919) 734-4263
www.ststephenschurch.com

email: admin@ststephenschurch.com
CLERGY

The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop
The Rev. David Wyly

Rector@ststephenschurch.com

CHURCH STAFF
Organist and Choirmaster: Patrick Ritsch

organist@ststephenschurch.com
Church Administrative Assistant: Vicky Bailey 

admin@ststephenschurch.com
Communications Coordinator: Jane Cunningham 

cunninghamjane04@gmail.com
Church Sexton: Alfie Barnes

VESTRY
Senior Warden: Katherine MacDonald, Junior Warden: Betty Duncan,

Treasurer: Bob Cagle, Clerk: Nancy Headen 
Other Vestry Members Include: Meredith Adams, Don Barnes, Will Bland, Todd Brantley
Susan Brown, Betty Duncan, David Huard, Gwyn LaFave, Larry Tingen, Sallie Wahl


