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PARISH PROFILE 



 

Our Parish Rector Search Collect 

 

Almighty God, who knows our hearts and minds, you have blessed our 
church with generations of faithful servant leaders. Guide our Search 
Committee, Vestry, and Parish Family as we call for our new Rector.  Grace 
us with patience, trust, and hope through this time of discovery.  We pray 
that we may call a faithful Rector who will guide us in our spiritual journey.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

 

 

Search Committee 

 

Adrienne Northington, Co-Chair Anne Stuart Freemon 

Mike Saylors, Co-Chair Bruce Griffin 

Betty Anderson Davis Harris 

Ellen Bland David Huard 

Duffy Fleming   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
Church Leadership 

 
 

Vestry 
Lori Allen, Senior Warden 

Mike Saylors, Junior Warden 
Emilie Foy, Treasurer (non-member) 

 
Will Bland 
Tom Brown 

Duffy Fleming 
Kathy Harris 

Mary Susan Heath 
Mary Lee Jeffreys 

Katherine MacDonald 
Paul Rutter 

Leon Stockton 
Sallie Wahl 

 
 
 
 

Staff 
The Rev. Alan Neale, Interim Rector 

Ms. Vicky Bailey, Interim Parish Office Administrator 
Mr. Marshall Foster, Organist & Choirmaster 

Ms. Xena Markine-Morrison, Director of Christian Formation 
Jane Cunningham, Communications Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mission and Vision 

 
OUR MISSION 

  
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church: Living a tradition of service through Christ 
to God, to each other, and to our neighbors since 1853.     
        Adopted by St. Stephen’s Vestry  
 

OUR VISION 
  
We believe that faith in God gives meaning and purpose to our lives; that 
by God’s grace and mercy we have the promise of everlasting life; and that 
in service to others we serve Jesus Christ. 
  
It is our Christian duty because of our faith and the tradition of St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church that we serve our parish, our diocese, and our 
community.   
  
Therefore, 
  

† We worship through prayer and sacrament. 
† We gather in Christian fellowship. 
† We support, comfort, and celebrate all the members of our parish. 
† We welcome all people into our church. 
† We reach out to the needy in mind, body, and spirit. 
† We recognize that we are all teachers and learners, so we strive to 

be good teachers, to set worthy examples, and to deepen our faith 
through study. 

† We give our love, time, and money, and we strive to accept humbly 
what we are given. 

  
We pray for God’s help to do these things. 
 
 

 “Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that works within us.”   

         Ephesians 3:20 
  



About Us 
Our Church is a part of the Diocese of East 
Carolina led by Bishop Rob Skirving. We are 
the largest and oldest of three Episcopal 
churches serving the Goldsboro and Wayne 
County community, having been founded as 
a parish in 1853. Our first service was held 
in a newly constructed church building on 
May 2, 1857. Since then, substantial 
renovations and improvements have been 
made to the church building, organ, and 
property.  
  
At St. Stephen’s, we are a people on a 
journey seeking to respond to the Holy Spirit 
that calls and empowers us to grow in our 
daily relationship with God and each other 
through Christ. We are traditional in our 
worship and music. Our total baptized 
membership is 332 and our average Sunday 
worship attendance is 93, based on our most 
recent 2019 Parochial Report. Our 
congregation is primarily comprised of 
professionals, educators, retirees, and our 
youth. Seymour Johnson Air Force Base and 
area businesses have brought a number of 
individuals and families to St. Stephen’s 
from around the country. Our parish and its 
members are active community supporters 
and serve in many positions of leadership.  
 
About our Parish Family 
We conducted a recent survey completed by 
members of our Parish Family. The 
demographics of the respondents were as 
follows: 
 
The largest segment of our membership 
responding was over 65 years old with the 
large majority of our parish membership 
over the age of 50. Most of the responding 
households were made up of two people but 
also included several larger families of three 
or more. 
 

 
The majority of our members have been 
active with the church for over 20 years with 
almost 80% of our respondents worshipping 
with us for 11+ years. We have a few new 
families that have relocated to Goldsboro 
that have joined within the past five years. 
 
Many of the parish members regularly attend 
other programs, events, and activities.  
Some of the most popular activities offered 
by the Parish includes our Angel Tree 
project, Episcopal Church Women, Episcopal 
Youth Community, and Christian Formation. 
A high percentage (83%) donate regularly to 
the church.  
 
Our members originally chose St. Stephen’s 
because: 

 It was welcoming, accepting, and 
friendly.  

 It was the church that their parents 
attended; thus, they grew up in the 
church and have been there for the 
whole lives.  

 Many like the traditional structure of 
the services and music. 

 The church offers active youth 
programming.  

 
Our members shared that they stay with St. 
Stephen’s because of: 

 our focus on community outreach 
 the exceptional youth programming 
 the spiritual and physical support and 

care for one another  
 the traditional service and liturgy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
What we seek in a New Rector 
Our parishioners have shared that we desire 
to expand our community outreach work as 
well as our activities for our youth. Our 
parish wants to grow but needs to be more 
welcoming in attracting younger families.  
 
Among the highest priorities for our new 
rector are: 

 spiritual leader 
 strong in Christian Education and 

Theology  
 able to engage our youth 
 visionary and engaging  
 comfortable in the pulpit  
 sense of humor 

 
As a Parish, we believe that our community 
focus, over the next two to five years, must 
be to support our youth and help those less 
fortunate while working through the many 
social issues of the day. We desire outreach 
opportunities to involve the entire family and 
look forward to partnering with the other 
Episcopal Churches in our community for a 
greater impact. 
 
Come grow with us as a community-focused 
parish, active in outreach and youth 
programming, with a desire for a spiritual 
leader to guide us in this journey. 

 
Blessings and Challenges 
 
Our Blessings 
We are a parish that shares one common 
theme: a love for the traditional Episcopal 
litany that celebrates our love for Christ and 
one another. We are blessed with a parish 
family that encompasses a broad range of 
social and economic backgrounds.  All are 
welcome and all are loved.   
 

 
 
We are blessed with:   

 a desire to help those in our 
community and the world that are less 
fortunate. 

 a strong financial endowment 
 a recent renovation to our buildings 

and grounds.  
 strong community outreach programs 

and partnerships.  
 engaging youth programming 

  
Our Challenges  
We have an aging population that has been 
the cornerstone for all the programs and 
ministries at St. Stephen’s through the 
years. We have a population of young 
families that desire a growing, active faith 
community. We desire to engage our youth 
and young families to help grow, promote, 
and impact our parish. It will be important 
for our church to continue to strengthen our 
presence in the community.   

As a downtown parish location, we 
acknowledge the many societal needs in our 
neighborhood but believe that we are well 
positioned to help strengthen our 
community. As a parish, we strive to work 
together to affect change when possible and 
provide support when change is 
unattainable. 
We look forward to our next priest who will 
share our desire to be progressive in 
confronting these challenges.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Brief History of St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church :                               
Our early formation through 1960 

St. Stephen’s is a parish with a rich history 
of outreach and ministry to the Goldsboro 
community.  Goldsboro became the Wayne 
County seat in 1848 after moving from the 
Waynesborough community. The city was 
located on the Neuse river in order to 
accommodate the railroad service that was 
coming through Wayne County.  In 1849, 
three new churches were formed in the new 
town, first known as Goldsborough: St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal, St. Paul’s Methodist, 
and First Presbyterian. 

The first call for an Episcopal clergyman was 
made in 1853 with services being held in the 
local courthouse.  In 1856, the cornerstone 
was laid for St. Stephen’s Episcopal church 
on the corner of Mulberry and James Street 
(the current location).  The church was 
completed with the first service occurring 
May 2, 1857. 

Goldsboro was a very important railroad 
junction during the Civil War.  The small 
town was one of the final objectives of 
Sherman’s southern campaign.  St. 
Stephen’s was active and visible in the 
Goldsboro community during the war and at 
the time Sherman’s armies were encamped 
in the Goldsboro area during April 1865.  
Guards were posted at St. Stephen’s during 
Sherman’s occupation after the Battle of 
Bentonville so that no damage would result 
from federal troops in the area. 

The end of the 19th century and early 20th 
century were times of growth and service for 
our church. Stained glass windows and the 
first rectory were added with a mission 
church in Pikeville in 1911.  St Stephen’s was 
instrumental in starting several community 
organizations such as the Wayne Ministerial  

Association and the Young Peoples Service 
League. 
 
As World War II developed, an Army Air 
Corps airfield was constructed in 1942 in 
Goldsboro. Seymour Johnson Air Force Base 
is now an integral part of the Goldsboro and 
Wayne County.  During the war, St. 
Stephen’s involved itself with many activities 
for the servicemen, as did many other 
churches in Goldsboro. 

More Recent History 

Since 1960, there have been several major 
outreach efforts that were initiated by, or 
strongly supported by, St. Stephen’s that 
have become vital community organizations 
that still function today: 

 Established the Sheltered 
Workshop (Wayne Opportunity 
Center) which provides 
handicapped workers with an 
opportunity to learn and work in a 
safe and supportive environment. 

 Founded the Goldsboro Community 
Soup Kitchen which started at St. 
Stephen’s and remained there for 
over 24 years. Over one million 
meals have been served over the 
past thirty plus years.  

 Assisted in developing a geriatrics 
program at Cherry Hospital. 

 Helped establish St. Francis 
Episcopal Church in Goldsboro as a 
mission church.  

 Provided sponsorships for a 
Bosnian and a Cuban family coming 
to the United States. 

 Supports Hispanic Farmworker 
ministries with financial support 
and Episcopal Youth Community 
taking part at yearly festivals. 

 

 



More Recent History  

 Continues to support the financial, 
food, clothing, and mentoring 
needs of our local Inner-City 
Elementary Schools (Carver 
Heights Elementary and middle 
schools).  

 Supports the Flynn Home, a local 
home for adult men with substance 
abuse issues. 

 All three Episcopal Parishes in 
Goldsboro have partnered to 
encourage continuation of services 
and other activities with virtual 
services and other activities during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Our History of Community Outreach 
 
St. Stephen’s has a long history of 
involvement in Goldsboro. Some ministries 
of particular interest/importance include: 
  

† Formation of two mission parishes, 
St. George’s in Pikeville (founded 
1911-1915, dissolved in the 
1960s), and St. Francis in 
Goldsboro (founded in 1963, 
celebrated 50 years in 2014.) 

 
† Ministry to airmen at Seymour-

Johnson AFB during WWII, for 
which the rector received national 
recognition in The Living Church. 

 
† Launched the Hospital Auxiliary at 

Wayne Memorial Hospital. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
† Began a sheltered workshop in 1966 
– people of different abilities initially 
worked in St. Stephen’s Parish Hall 
removing labels from uniforms. This 
workshop exists today as Wayne 
Opportunity Center, Inc., a community 
based rehabilitation facility. 
 
† Helped with the establishment of a 

cottage in Goldsboro for Thompson 
Orphanage (now Thompson Child 
and Family Focus). St. Stephen’s 
was very involved in the religious 
education of children living there, 
and parishioners faithfully brought 
gifts and birthday cakes to them. 

 
† Supported the Geriatric Program 

with Cherry Hospital, a psychiatric 
hospital in Goldsboro – parishioners 
first went to the wards at the 
hospital to play games and share 
music and dancing; residents were 
later brought to St. Stephen’s for 
activities. 

 
† Starting with a pot of soup and one 

canned ham in December 1980, the 
Community Soup Kitchen 
(originally St. Stephen’s Soup 
Kitchen), operated in the Church for 
more than 24 years before 
relocating to the nearby Temple 
Oheb Sholom. Since its inception, 
the Soup Kitchen has served over 
one million meals. Parishioners 
continue to volunteer at the 
Kitchen, and several currently 
serve on its board.  

 



More recent Outreach Projects 
 

St. Stephen’s is active in outreach to two 
schools in our neighborhood, Carver 
Heights Elementary and Dillard Middle, 
which are located in one of the poorest 
census tracts in North Carolina. Prior to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, 46% of children were 
in households below the poverty threshold.  
Parishioners tutor, volunteer, organize 
teacher luncheons, donate teacher supplies 
and basic student needs, contribute funds 
and food items for a weekend backpack 
program, and provide scholarships for 
teacher enrichment programs. 

St. Stephen’s Outreach Committee           
is organized to disburse funds budgeted by 
the vestry each year for local outreach.  

In 2020, we supported the following 
organizations: 

 Episcopal Relief and Development  
 Episcopal Farmworkers Ministry  
 Salvation Army  
 Flynn Home for addiction recovery  
 Community Soup Kitchen  
 Diocesan Disaster Relief  
 Meals on Wheels  
 Wayne Initiative for School Health 

(WISH) (school nurse initiative)  
 Wayne Action Team for Community 

Health WATCH (mobile medical unit)  
 Wayne Opportunity Center  
 Wayne Council on Aging  

The Future of Outreach at St. Stephen’s  

It might not be a question of what St. 
Stephen’s can do, but rather how can St. 
Stephen’s help.  There is a role for St. 
Stephen’s in broader community efforts to 
address these issues. Part of the work of our 
next Rector will be to help us answer these 
questions. 

 

Our Recent Leadership 
 

The Reverend William (Bill) Brettman was 
called to St. Stephen’s in 1993 and served 
for 7 years, then retired. Bill was an 
outstanding adult teacher and used 
contemporary literature, popular culture, 
theology, and history to enhance our 
understanding of the Episcopal Church. His 
encouragement of younger parishioners in 
leadership roles was very beneficial and 
carries over until now. His guidance enabled 
the laity to reshape leadership in the church.  
 
In 2000, the Reverend M. Eugene (Gene) 
Carpenter was called to St. Stephen’s. Gene 
came to St. Stephen’s from Marianna, 
Florida. He assisted the parish in reaching 
several planned goals, one of which was the 
decision to move the Soup Kitchen from St. 
Stephen’s to the nearby Temple Oheb 
Sholom. The Soup Kitchen is now thriving in 
its new location. Gene also steered our 
parish from controversy over the 2009 
decision by the House of Bishops to ordain 
openly gay men and lesbians. Gene served 
as the clergy member for Seymour Johnson 
Air Force Base-Community Council 
meetings, and he encouraged members to 
participate in various civic activities. He 
retired in 2013 and resides in Goldsboro. His 
wife Judy remains an active member of the 
Parish. 

 
The Reverend Ray Hanna was called to St. 
Stephen’s as the next rector in 2016. Ray 
came from Mt. Airy, North Carolina and was 
very strong in visitation and other pastoral 
care activities. Ray assisted St. Stephen’s 
with a very large renovation of the church. 
His leadership was valuable, and he 
presented stability with administrative roles 
by updating various areas.  

 



Who We are: Worship 

Worship at St. Stephen’s forms the core of 
our experience together and is centered in 
the depth and power of rich traditional 
prayer, liturgy, and music.  
  
St. Stephen’s has two Sunday services, each 
with its own unique character.  The 8 a.m. 
Sunday worship service celebrates the Rite I 
Holy Eucharist and is a fairly intimate 
gathering with the traditional spoken 
service, without music, and with the General 
Thanksgiving and communion taking place 
around the altar.  The 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
worship service celebrates the Rite II Holy 
Eucharist. Our services fully utilize the 
treasures found in the Book of Common 
Prayer (1979) and the Hymnal (1982), as 
well as music from other carefully selected 
sources. On Wednesdays at noon, Holy 
Eucharist and prayers for healing are 
conducted in the Chapel.  
 
In light of our worldwide pandemic, we are 
currently adhering to local and state 
recommendations in which we do not gather 
to worship in person. In the interim, we have 
been conducting virtual worship services in 
partnership with our sister parishes. This has 
been rewarding for our unique parishes to 
join together. We are hoping that our new 
rector will guide us in our return to in person 
time together. 
 

Who we are: Christian Formation 
Programming 
Christian formation and education are a 
lifelong process of growing in our 
relationship with God, ourselves, and others 
and is quite important at St. Stephen’s. We 
offer Christian Formation for all ages each 
Sunday morning, a variety of ministries 
during the week, as well as seasonal 
activities and intergenerational events. 

Opportunities for our Youth               
(Pre-K through 5th Grade) 
 
Nursery — St. Stephen’s offers childcare 
Sunday mornings from 9:15 a.m. through the 
end of the second service. Our nursery is 
designed to provide a safe and friendly 
environment for children (infants–K). 
Children are also welcome in our worship 
service. Many stay for the entire serve, 
engage in the offertory to receive the 
Eucharist or a blessing, while others stay in 
the nursery.  
 
Godly Play for Children - Our goal at St. 
Stephen’s is to help children deepen their 
relationship with God, learn about the love 
of Jesus Christ, and become active members 
in the church and greater Christian 
community. Sunday mornings during our 
formation time, we offer Godly Play for 
children age 3 through 5th grade. Based on 
the Montessori method of experiential 
learning, Godly Play uses a careful telling of 
scripture stories and engaging story figures 
to encourage children to seek and find their 
own answers to their faith questions. This 
unique approach to religious education 
invites children to wonder about themselves, 
God, and the world in a way that is playful 
and meaningful to them. Has not been 
meeting during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Children’s Choir - Children K–5th graders 
are invited to join our children’s choir. The 
children sing a variety of hymns and learn 
about rhythm and harmony. Our children’s 
choir sings frequently at the 10:30 a.m. 
service. The Children’s Choir meets on 
Sunday evenings at 4:30 p.m. for 
rehearsals. We do not currently have a 
Children’s Choir Director, so the program is 
temporarily on hold.  
 
 



Opportunities for our Youth  
(Pre-K through 5th Grade)  
 
Kids H.O.P.E -Volunteering is a fun, hands-
on way to give our children the chance to 
help others, empower them with 
responsibility, and develop their compassion 
for different people. Kids H.O.P.E. 
coordinates a variety of service projects and 
lessons throughout the year, specifically for 
children ages 3 through 5th grade. Has not 
had any programs during 2020. 
 
Vacation Bible School — Every summer, 
we offer an energetic, week-long Vacation 
Bible School for children ages 3 through 
rising 5th grade. For the last couple of years, 
we have had completely original programs 
planned by our Director of Christian 
Formation around themes selected by our 
youth. The program would not be possible 
without our older youth members (grades 6-
12) and adult volunteers. Between 
participants and volunteers, there are 
typically 50-60 people involved in the 
program, and in 2019, our participants and 
volunteers came from 8 different churches. 
We did not have VBS in the summer of 2020 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Acolytes - Youth in 4th grade through high 
school serve as acolytes each Sunday at the 
10:30 a.m. service. Acolytes lead the 
processions into and out of the church, 
carrying a processional cross, torches, and 
flags. Training and ongoing mentoring are 
provided, and a highlight of the year for 
many acolytes is the spring Diocesan Acolyte 
Festival at St. Andrew’s-by-the-Sea in Nags 
Head. 
 

 

 

Opportunities for our Youth                    
(6th through 12th Grade) 

EYC (Episcopal Youth Community) - EYC 
is a way for our youth to explore and deepen 
their relationship with Christ, learn more 
about the Episcopal Church, and grow as 
part of a Christian community. We play, 
pray, eat, worship, share our lives with one 
another, and talk about all things big and 
small. Most Sunday evenings, youth and 
adult volunteers meet in the Youth Room. 
We also go off campus to engage in outreach 
opportunities such as the Episcopal 
Farmworkers Festival and the Community 
Soup Kitchen. We also enjoy other fun 
activities like attending the county fair, 
bowling, or our year-end white water rafting 
trip. Regular EYC meets most Sundays 
during the school year. While we do not 
usually meet during the summer, this year 
we met virtually throughout the summer to 
stay connected during COVID-19.  
 
Diocesan Youth Events - In addition to our 
regular EYC, our youth actively participate in 
a variety of diocesan events and activities. 
Our youth attend annual diocesan programs 
such as New Beginnings (grades 6-8), Fall 
Conference (grades 6-8), Happening (grades 
9-12), and Sr. High Fall Break (grades 9-12) 
which are held at Trinity Center, a camp and 
conference center in Pine Knoll Shores, NC. 
We also have youth serving on the ECYC 
(East Carolina Youth Council) and attending 
Diocesan Convention. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Opportunities for our Youth  
(6th through 12th Grade)  
 
Confirmation — Confirmation is “the rite in 
which we express a mature commitment to 
Christ and receive strength from the Holy 
Spirit through prayer.” For youth, our 
Director of Christian Formation leads a two-
year confirmation program that incorporates 
classroom teaching, mentoring, community 
service, and a pilgrimage experience. 
 
Opportunities for our Adults: 

Adult Formation— We have formation on 
Sunday mornings. Previous studies included 
a series on poverty with a variety of 
community guest speakers, a rector-led 
series on the meaning of suffering and its 
power to both test and strengthen our faith, 
and intergenerational discussions utilizing 
NOOMA films. We are currently using The 
Wired Word, which offers biblical 
commentary and discussion questions on a 
current event topic in the news. Due to 
COVID-19, currently meeting via Zoom on 
Sunday mornings. 
 
Men’s Prayer Group – The small group 
offers spiritual growth and fellowship among 
the men of St. Stephen’s. The men gather 
on Tuesdays at 7 a.m. (year-round) for 
prayer and then go out for breakfast 
together. They use the Mission St. Claire for 
Morning Prayer. Due to COVID-19, currently 
meeting via Zoom on Tuesday mornings. 
 
Thursday Bible Study – This group, 
historically all women, gathers each week for  
Bible study and fellowship. We meet on 
Thursdays at noon. We are currently 
studying the Gospel according to John.    Due 
to COVID-19, currently meeting via Zoom on 
Thursday afternoons. 
 
 

 
 
 
Racial Healing Book Group – The newest 
small group study at St. Stephen’s began 
meeting in September 2020. Recognizing 
that there is much work to be done towards 
racial justice and healing in our country, the 
group hopes to start a conversation, 
increase our knowledge, and support us on 
that journey. Meets via Zoom on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:30-7:30 pm. Currently 
reading Be the Bridge: Pursuing God's Heart 
for Racial Reconciliation by Latasha 
Morrison. Open to anyone interested in 
participating in conversations on racial 
healing, the group includes participants from 
other churches. 
 
Education for Ministry (EfM) –EfM 
provides a four-year curriculum that 
provides the framework for understanding 
life and shaping actions as Christian faith is 
deepened and develops a theologically 
informed, reflective, and articulate laity. The 
seminar group consists of six to twelve 
participants and two trained co-mentors who 
meet weekly over the course of a nine-
month academic year. St. Stephen’s EfM 
seminar group meets on Monday evenings 
from 6:30 – 9 p.m.  Due to COVID-19, 
currently meeting via Zoom. 
 

 



Opportunities for our Adults  
 
St. Hilda’s Guild - St. Hilda’s was created 
for Bible study and for service to St. 
Stephen’s. The proceeds from St. Hilda’s 
annual chicken salad sales have gone to 
many worthy causes such as supporting 
children’s programs, buying altar linens, and 
cleaning and planting the garth each spring. 
Social events for members include a fall 
picnic for members and their spouses and an 
annual Christmas party. St. Hilda’s is known 
as the “Get it Done” and “Have Fun” guild. 
 
Confirmation — Confirmation is “the rite in 
which we express a mature commitment to 
Christ and receive strength from the Holy 
Spirit through prayer.” Adult Confirmation 
classes are led by the rector. Parishioners 
are usually confirmed when our bishop visits 
St. Stephen’s (canonically every eighteen 
months). 
 
Seasonal – During Lent, there is a worship 
service, program, and supper on Wednesday 
evenings. Recent years have included talks 
on outreach ministries in Goldsboro, a series 
on sin, forgiveness, and reconciliation, and a 
collaborative program with the two other 
Episcopal Churches in Goldsboro on the 
Stations of the Cross. We also have an 
annual intergenerational Christmas Pageant 
typically performed during a Sunday 
morning service with a parish brunch 
afterward.  

 
 

 

 

               

     

 

 

 

 

 



 

Our Finances 

 

2020 Financial Summary  

 

Budgeted Operating Income 

2019 and Prior Pledge Campaign  $1,000 

2020 Pledge Campaign   $272,747 

Non-Pledge Offerings      $25,000 

Fellowship Meal Collections   $1,000 

Pre-Paid Pledges    $47,287 

Receipts from Endowment   $68,000 

Net Assets released from restrictions $38,491 

Miscellaneous     $11,501 

Building Use     $468 

Total Budgeted Revenue   $467,547 

 

Budgeted Operating Expense 

Personnel     $302,212 

Administration    $28,435 

Building and Grounds   $28,013 

Programs     $85,748 

Utilities     $25,000 

Total Budget Expense   $469,408 

 

 

 

 

Actual Income (as of Sept. 2020) 

2019 and Prior Pledge Campaign  $11,750 

2020 Pledge Campaign   $188,296 

Non-Pledge Offerings      $9,672 

Fellowship Meal Collections      $120 

Pre-Paid pledges    $47,287 

Receipts from Endowment    $51,000 

Net assets released from restrictions $0 

Miscellaneous      $4,573 

Building Use     $250 

Year to Date Revenue          $312,698 

 

Actual Expense (as of Sept. 2020) 

Personnel      $140,843 

Administration    $34,230 

Building and Grounds   $14,800 

Programs      $42,343 

Utilities      $17,695 

Year to Date Expense   $249,911 

 
2020 Balance Sheet     

Assets     

Checking Accounts   $             388,980  

Investments   $          3,378,224  

Fixed Assets   $          1,224,584  

Accumulated Depreciation  $       (1,224,585) 

Total Assets    $          3,767,203  

Liabilities     

Current Liabilities   $                18,005  

Prepaids    $                47,287  

Long-term Liabilities  $                  4,000  

Fund Principal and Excess Cash  $                70,043  

Total Restricted Funds  $          3,537,868  

Total Liabilities    $          3,767,203  



 

Who we are: Our Facilities  

 

 



The land on the corner of James and Mulberry Streets was acquired in June 1856 and the 
construction of the church began that summer. The first service was held in May 1857. 
Additions for the office, Parish Hall and Sunday school rooms were constructed over the 
next century. The current facility had a massive refurbishment in the last five years.    

The current facility includes: 

First Floor 

 Sanctuary – Seats 225-250 
 Office suite – Rector’s office, 

administrative office, reception 
area 

 Chapel – seats 30 
 Music Director’s office  
 Choir room 
 Christian Education Director’s 

office 

 Small library 
 Nursery 
 Large fully equipped kitchen 
 Common room – small 

furnished meeting room 
 Sexton’s closet 
 Two men’s and two women’s 

restrooms, one unisex 
restroom 

 Two storage closets 
 Large parish hall 

Second Floor 

 Eight classrooms for various Sunday school activities 
 One men’s and one women’s restroom  
 Two storage areas 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How we Serve- Pastoral and Liturgical 
Ministries 
 
Liturgy is literally “the work of the people,” 
and it takes a number of people to make our 
worship each Sunday.  
 
Altar Guild— Members of the Altar Guild 
prepare the altar for the Eucharist and any 
additional services, setting out the vessels 
and linens, the bread, wine, and water. They 
keep the silver and brass polished and the 
candles ready to light.  
 
Eucharistic Ministers—Eucharistic 
Ministers assist with administration of the 
Eucharist, usually by bearing a chalice. They 
also help lead the service by reading lessons 
and by leading the Prayers of the People. 
Eucharistic Ministers must be confirmed 
members of the parish, age 16 and older, 
and licensed by the bishop.  
 
Lectors and Intercessors—Lectors help 
lead our worship by reading the assigned 
lessons from the Bible and by leading the 
congregation in praying the psalm. 
Intercessors lead the Prayers of the People. 
The only requirement is the ability to read in 
public; youth are welcome to participate in 
this ministry 
  
Choirs—St. Stephen’s has choirs for adults, 
youth, and younger children.  
 

Eucharistic Visitors - Eucharistic Visitors 
take the Eucharist to parishioners who are 
unable to attend worship. Eucharist Visitors 
must be confirmed members of the parish, 
age 16 and older, and licensed by the 
bishop. 

Caring Ministries at St. Stephen’s - 
Include assistance to students at Dillard 
Middle and Carver Heights Elementary with 
mentoring and provision of backpack 
weekend meals and clothing. The Flynn 
home for recovering male alcoholics, 
Community Soup Kitchen, and St. Hilda’s 
Guild’s support of Prison Fellowship 
Ministries. The Rector discretionary fund 
provides gift cards for meals, gas, 
assistance with power bills, and food 
assistance.   
 
ECW Ministries provides meals to 
parishioners following hospitalization or 
death and coordinates parish wide 
fellowship events such as Lenten suppers, 
fall kick-off picnic, and receptions following 
Youth Sunday, All Saints Day and 
Confirmation. They make personal phone 
calls and often visit those that are home-
bound, lonely, sick, or any other parishioner 
who needs pastoral care. The group also 
helps celebrate new births and family 
milestones. 
 
Healing Prayers - Healing prayers are 
offered on Wednesdays for those who 
desired to be healed through the laying on 
of hands by the rector. 
 
Memorial Receptions - Upon the death of 
a loved one, the rector will offer the 
possibility of a reception to be held in the 
parish hall following the funeral service. The 
reception is organized and sponsored by a 
committee of volunteers in consultation with 
the family. 

 
 
 
 
 



How we Serve- Our Music Programs 
 

St. Stephen’s has two children’s choirs and 
an Adult Choir. For children, there is a 
Cherub Choir for ages 3 through pre-school, 
and a Junior Choir for grades 1 and up. The 
children’s choirs meet weekly from 
September through the end of Lent and sing 
several times a year in church. At the early 
service on Christmas Eve, all of the children 
sing.  About 25 in all participate in our 
choirs. 

The Adult Choir meets weekly from 
September through May and sings at the 
10:30 a.m. Eucharist each week, providing 
leadership for congregational singing as well 
as singing choral anthems at the offertory.  
They also sing on Ash Wednesday, Maundy 
Thursday, and at Christmas Eve “Midnight” 
Mass. 

The organ at St. Stephen’s was built by the 
Holtkamp Organ Company and installed in 
the rear gallery of the church in 1955, Opus 
1676.  It replaced an older organ that, with 
the choir, was situated in the chancel of the 
church. Although now commonplace, it was 
one of the first neo-baroque instruments to 
be built in this part of the United States. 
Additions were made by the McManis 
Company in 1974, and some renovations 
were undertaken in 2012. The present 
Organist-Choirmaster, Marshall Foster, has 
served at St. Stephen’s since 2010.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Events Throughout the Year  

 

Twixt and Tween is an event for any 
parishioner between the ages of 21 and 100 
to gather for fellowship and supper at the 
home of one of our members. Organized 
once or twice a year. 

Men’s Oyster Roast is a fun social 
gathering held in January or February.   

Angel Tree Project is an annual Christmas 
project the church participates in to give 
gifts for children of incarcerated parents. 

After Church Coffee is a time for 
camaraderie. 

Annual Church Picnic Kickoff is held in 
September to start the new school year. 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper is 
organized by the EYC with activities for all 
ages. 

Lenten Dinners is part of our Lenten 
Program on Wednesday evenings.   

Church Yard Cleanup takes place twice a 
year to give the church grounds a thorough 
cleaning.   

Back to School Luncheon for Dillard 
Faculty is held in our Parish Hall and 
organized by our Outreach Committee in 
support of Dillard Staff Outreach. 

Confirmands and Bishop Reception is 
held after Confirmation Sunday. 

Easter Egg Hunt is held on the Parish 
grounds before the 10:30 am Easter 
Service. 

Youth Sunday and Reception takes place 
in May before Graduation.  Graduating high 
school seniors are recognized and give the 
homily during the service and our youth plan 
and participate in the service. 

 
 



Our Community 
 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church is located in 
Goldsboro, North Carolina. We are the 
halfway point between our state capital and 
the coast!  Raleigh and the Research 
Triangle Park are fifty miles away and the 
Atlantic Ocean is eighty miles away. 
Goldsboro is a city of 36,437 (2010 Census) 
and is the county seat of Wayne County, 
which has a population of 122,623 (2010 
Census).   
  
Goldsboro has retained its small-town 
charm, with a reputation for friendliness and 
for being an excellent place to raise a family. 
Newcomers usually have little trouble 
immersing themselves in our community.  
Our affordable cost of living, arts and 
entertainment scene, outdoor recreation, 
and restaurants make us stand out!    
 
Our newly renovated downtown area is a 
true highlight of our community and a hub 
for dining and shopping. As a Main Street 
America Accredited program, Downtown 
Goldsboro is a recognized leading program 
among the national network of more than 
1,200 neighborhoods who share both a 
commitment to creating high quality places 
and to building stronger communities 
through preservation-based economic 
development. 
  
Educational resources include the Wayne 
County Public Schools and multiple private 
schools. Wayne County is the home of two 
colleges: The University of Mount Olive and 
Wayne Community College, a two-year 
college preparatory and technical school, 
with one of the nicest community college 
campuses in the state. Within a one-hour 
drive are North Carolina State University  

 
 
(Raleigh), East Carolina University 
(Greenville), Barton College (Wilson), 
William Peace University (Raleigh), Meredith 
College (Raleigh), Shaw University 
(Raleigh), North Carolina Wesleyan (Rocky 
Mount), and St. Augustine’s University 
(Raleigh); the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, North Carolina Central 
University and Duke University are located 
in Durham and slightly farther. 
  
Wayne County is known for our “jet noise” 
and our agricultural area. Mount Olive Pickle 
Company is the largest privately-owned 
pickle company in the United States and 
Goldsboro Milling Company (Butterball) is 
the nation’s largest turkey producer. 
 

Our economy includes a balance of industry 
and government.  Manufacturing Industries 
include AAR (aviation parts), Mission Foods 
(tortillas), AP Exhaust (automotive parts), 
Georgia Pacific (lumber production), 
Franklin Baking Co. (bread and rolls), two 
large commercial construction companies, a 
power plant, and agricultural research 
facilities. 

 
Government employers include Cherry 
Hospital and O’Berry Center, a state 
psychiatric hospital and a state home for the 
severely handicapped.  Other government 
employers include the City of Goldsboro, 
County of Wayne, Seymour Johnson Air 
Force Base, and Wayne UNC Healthcare. 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Community  
 
The City of Goldsboro is the proud home of 
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, with the 
4th Fighter Wing and the F-15E Strike Eagle 
fleet and soon, the Pegasus Aircraft KV-46A 
refueling planes. Spanning more than five 
decades and five wars, Seymour Johnson’s 
4th Fighter Wing is one of the most 
distinguished fighter units in the world. The 
4th Fighter Wing of Seymour Johnson Air 
Force Base, N.C., puts airpower on-target 
and on-time for America. The constant influx 
of highly trained pilots, officers, technicians, 
and their families bring to Goldsboro a 
refreshing mixture of backgrounds and 
cultures. 
  
Wayne UNC Healthcare, a modern regional 
hospital and surgical facility with a medical 
staff of over 100 physicians, meets the 
medical needs of the area. Since 2016, the 
Chest Pain Center grew and advanced 
earning accreditation and opening a surgery 
center. Other healthcare providers include 
many private practice specialty clinics, the 
growing Goshen community health center 
system and Eastpointe (regional mental 
health organization). Kitty Askins, part of 
Home Health and Hospice (3HC), is an 
inpatient hospice facility which offers patient 
care in a peaceful and relaxing environment 
surrounded by family and friends.  

 
Several new retirement centers and nursing 
homes are in the area. World-class research 
and teaching hospitals are nearby at Duke 
University, the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, Vidant Medical Center and 
East Carolina University and offer the latest 
advances in all medical fields. 
  

 
 
Goldsboro is home to the historic Paramount 
Theater. The Paramount uses state-of-the-
art equipment and serves several theatrical 
and musical groups for adults and children. 
The Community Arts Council operates an art 
gallery and offers a variety of classes. The 
North Carolina Symphony performs local 
semi-annual concerts. The Wayne County 
Museum (a Jeffersonian Revival style 
building) opened in 1988 and the Local 
History Room of the Wayne County Public 
Library preserve the history of the area. 
Larger museums and concert venues are 
within easy driving distance. 
  
Athletic facilities include the outstanding 
Family YMCA with an Olympic-size pool, 
racquetball courts, an indoor running track, 
as well as weight, aerobic, and exercise 
facilities. The newly built Bryan Multisport 
Complex allows multisport teams to 
compete in a state of art facility.  The Boys 
and Girls Club of Wayne County and other 
organizations offer sports programs for 
young people. Regional council offices of 
both the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts are 
located in Goldsboro, and Camp Tuscarora, 
a Boy Scout camp of over 1,000 acres, is 
located nearby. 
  
Cliffs of the Neuse State Park is a 750-acre 
state park in Wayne County centered around 
a high bluff overlooking the Neuse River.  
The year-round park offers hiking trails, 
canoeing, picnicking, camping, swimming, 
and an interpretive museum. Goldsboro 
maintains a system of twelve parks, two 
swimming pools and provides a full range of 
recreation programs for youth and adults.  
 
 



Our Community  
 
Wayne County also features biking trails, 
Reedy Branch Greenway, Stoney Creek 
North Greenway, five golf courses and is a 
strong tennis community, with public and 
private courts. The Maxwell Center is our 
newly constructed convention center.  The 
positive response to The Maxwell Center and 
the busy schedule it has maintained, 
confirms the need for Wayne County to have 
a venue of its size.  
 
LINKS OF INTEREST:  
  
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church   
www.ststephenschurch.com 
 
Diocese of East Carolina      
www.diocese-eastcarolina.org 
 
City of Goldsboro     
www.goldsboronc.gov 
 
County of Wayne     
www.waynegov.com 
 
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base  
www.seymourjohnson.af.mil 
 
Downtown Goldsboro Development 
Corporation  
www.dgdc.org 
 
Wayne County Chamber of Commerce  
www.waynecountychamber.com 
 
United Way of Wayne County  
www.unitedwayne.org 
 
Wayne County Public Schools  
www.waynecountyschools.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wayne Country Day School         
www.waynecountryday.com 

Wayne Christian School                                                              
www.waynechristian.org 

Wayne Preparatory Academy                                                                                   
www.wpanc.net 

St. Mary’s School                                                                             
www.smsgoldsboro.org 

Goldsboro Family YMCA                                                          
www.goldsboroymca.org 

Wayne Community College                                                        
www.waynecc.edu 

Goldsboro Daily News                                                    
www.goldsborodailynews.com 

The Buzz                                                                
www.thebuzzaroundwaynecounty.com 

Goldsboro-News Argus                                                       
www.newsargus.com 


