
A SERVICE OF ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9,  2022  ■   6:30 P.M.

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church has worshipped on this corner of North James and 

Mulberry Streets in Goldsboro since 1857 — in the same building! We welcome you to 
our historic building, but more than that, we are happy to have you worship with us.

OPENING VOLUNTARY                    

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 102 (all standing)                       Once in Royal David’s City                 Irby 

 v. 1 – Solo
 v. 2 – Choir
 v. 3-6 – All People

BIDDING PRAYER (remain standing)

Presider: 
Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again 
the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a 
manger. 
Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our 
disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by his holy Child; and let us look forward to the 
yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise. But first, let us pray for the needs of his 
whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which he 
died, and especially in this country and within this city. 
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor and 
the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the 
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aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin 
have grieved his heart of love. 
Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, but upon 
another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word 
made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. These prayers and praises let us 
humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Presider:
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto the fellowship 
of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen

FIRST LESSON (all seated) —  Genesis 3:8-15; 17-19     
The man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 
breeze, and they hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But 
the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you 
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said 
to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 
The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.”

And to the man he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife,
and have eaten of the tree
about which I commanded you,
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‘You shall not eat of it’,
cursed is the ground because of you;
in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread
until you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”

CAROL                                                Adam lay ybounden        Jerry Ulrich
Adam lay ybounden,
bounden in a bond;

four thousand winter,
thought he not too long.

And all was for an apple,
an apple that he took.

As clerkes finden,
written in their book.

Ne had the apple taken been,
the apple taken been,

ne had never our ladie, 
abeen heav’ne queen.

Blessed be the time
that apple taken was,

therefore we moun singen.
Deo gracias!

SECOND LESSON (all seated) — Genesis 22:15-18
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By myself I have sworn, 
says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed 
bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the 
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”

HYMN 93 (all standing)                              Angels from the realms of glory    Regent Square
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THIRD LESSON (all seated) — Isaiah 9:2; 6-7
The people who walked in darkness
 have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
 on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us,
 a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
 and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
 and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
 He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
 from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

HYMN 98 (all standing)                                 Unto us a boy is born!                  Puer nobis nascitur

FOURTH LESSON (all seated) — Isaiah 11:1-3a; 4a; 6-9
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
 and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
 the spirit of counsel and might,
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
With righteousness he shall judge the poor,
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
 and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
 their young shall lie down together;
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
 on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
 as the waters cover the sea.

HYMN 81 (all standing)                              Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming  Es ist ein Ros
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FIFTH LESSON (all seated) — Luke 1:26-35; 38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

CAROL                                                        Gabriel’s Message                setting by K. Lee Scott
The angel Gabriel from heaven came,

his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary.

Most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

“For known a blessed mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee,

Thou son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foor told,
Most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said,

“My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.”
Most highly favored lady, Gloria!

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
“Most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

CAROL                                                       Ave Maria                          Alfred V. Fedak
Hail Mary, full of grace,

the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women,

and blessed is the fruit of your womb,
Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners,

now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.
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SIXTH LESSON (all seated) — Luke 2:1; 3-7
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 
of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

CAROL                                                          Away in a Manger                arr. Mack Wilberg
Away in a manger,
No crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus
Laid down His sweet head.

The stars in the bright sky
Looked down where He lay,

The little Lord Jesus,
Asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing,
The Baby awakes,

But little Lord Jesus,
No crying He makes.

I love Thee, Lord Jesus,
Look down from the sky,

And stay by my cradle
Till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus,
I ask Thee to stay

Close by me forever,
And love me, I pray.

Bless all the dear children
In Thy tender care,

And fit us for heaven
To live with Thee there.

CAROL                                                           Lullay, my liking             Matthew Owens
Lullay, my liking, my dear son, my sweeting;
Lullar, my dear heart, mine own dear darling!

I saw a fair maiden sitten and sing:
She lulled a little child, a sweete lording.

That eternal Lord is he that made alle thing:
Of alle lordes he is Lord, of alle kinges King.
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There was mickle melody at that Childes birth:
Although they were in heaven’s bliss they made mickle mirth.

Angels bright they sang that night, and saiden to that Child;
‘Blessed be thou, and so be she that is both meek and mild!’

Pray we now to that child and to his mother dear,
God grant them all his blessing that now maken cheer.

SEVENTH LESSON (all seated) — Luke 2:8-16
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

CAROL                                                        O Magnum Mysterium  Evan Ramos
O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament,
that animals should see the newborn Lord

lying in a manger. Amen

HYMN 105 (all standing)                        God rest you merry, gentlemen  God Rest You Merry

EIGHTH LESSON (all seated) — Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at 
its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 
prophet:
`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, 
they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having 
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
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CAROL                                                What is this Lovely Fragrance?     arr. Joseph Flummerfelt
Shepherds what is this lovely fragrance

Filling the air this wondrous night?
Gentler than all the flow’rs of springtime

Wafting from heav’n in sweet delight.

What is this light so clear, so brilliant,
Filling the sky before our eyes?

Brighter than day a star is shining,
Ne’er have we seen such radiant skies!

In Bethlehem in lowly manger
Lies our Redeemer, Lord, and King.

Come let us hasten to adore Him,
And there to Him our praises sing!

NINTH LESSON (all seated) — John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 
He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will 
of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

HYMN 83 (all standing)                                      O Come, all ye faithful  Adeste fidelis

COLLECT AND BLESSING
Presider:  The Lord be with you.
All:   And with thy spirit.
Presider:  Let us Pray (all kneeling)
Merciful God, who didst send thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 
salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming 
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.
All:   Amen.
Presider: Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine angels 
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the 
suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love’s sake. Amen.
All:   Amen.



THE BLESSING

HYMN 87 (all standing)                             Hark! the herald angels sing Mendelssohn

CLOSING VOLUNTARY

 

SERVING TODAY
Presider: The Rev. David Wyly

Readers:
1st Lesson: Dorisenia Thompson

2nd Lesson: Reagan Wyly
3rd Lesson: Patrick Morrison

4th Lesson: Kim Larson
5th Lesson: Tom Brown
6th Lesson: Bob Cagle

7th Lesson: Linda Huard
8th Lesson: Katherine MacDonald

9th Lesson: Will Bland 
Ushers: Betty Duncan

Live Stream Technician: Steven Smith
Organists: Jonathan Clawson & Peter Woodruff

Copyright Information — All music is within the public domain and may be reproduced as needed. All music 
was purchased through RiteSeries. 
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 WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S! 
  
Name:                                                                                                                                  

Address:                                                                                                                              

Email address:                                                                                                                     

Phone Numbers: Home                                                     Cell                                           

I am new to the parish, I would like the Clergy to call.  

I am interested in                                                                                                   ministry.  

Marital Status:                                                                                                                      

Date of Birth:                                                                                                                        

Anniversary Date:                                                                                                                 

Baptism Date and Location:                                                                                                  

Confirmation Date and Location:                                                                                         

Please list the people who reside with you and their ages: 

                                                                                                                                              

Any additional information you wish to include?  

                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                              

Please tear off this sheet with your information entered and place in the offering plate  
or give to an usher or greeter. Thank you! We look forward to meeting you!
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
200 N. James St., Goldsboro, NC 27530

Church: (919) 734-4263
www.ststephenschurch.com

email: admin@ststephenschurch.com
CLERGY

The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop
The Rev. David Wyly

Rector@ststephenschurch.com

CHURCH STAFF
Organist and Choirmaster: Patrick Ritsch

organist@ststephenschurch.com
Church Administrative Assistant: Vicky Bailey 

admin@ststephenschurch.com
Director of Christian Formation: Xena Markine-Morrison

xmorrison@ststephenschurch.com
Communications Coordinator: Jane Cunningham 

cunninghamjane04@gmail.com
Church Sexton: Alfie Barnes

VESTRY
Senior Warden: Katherine MacDonald; Junior Warden: Mike Saylors;

Treasurer: Bob Cagle, Clerk: Nancy Headen 
Other Vestry Members Include: Meredith Adams, Will Bland, Tom Brown, Betty Duncan, Bruce Griffin, Kathy 

Harris, Mary Lee Jeffreys, Jennifer Starnes,
Leon Stockton and Sallie Wahl


