
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church has worshipped on this corner of North James and 

Mulberry Streets in Goldsboro since 1857 — in the same building! We welcome you to 
our historic building, but more than that, we are happy to have you worship with us.

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO 
JULY 4,  2021  ■   10:30 A.M.

ORDER OF SERVICE

VOLUNTARY                         Eucharistica      Winston Cassler             
The people of God gather to proclaim and respond to the Word of God.

PROCESSIONAL                 O beautiful for spacious skies   Hymn 719
Celebrant  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
 People: And also with you.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our 
neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with 
our whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country won liberty for 
themselves and for us, and lit the torch of freedom for nations then unborn: Grant 
that we and all the people of this land may have grace to maintain our liberties in 
righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS  (Please be seated.)
The First Reading: Ezekiel 2:1-5

The Lord said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with 
you. And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; 
and I heard him speaking to me. He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the 
people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and 
their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. The descendants 
are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, 
“Thus says the Lord God.” Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a 
rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among them.
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 123  Ad te levavi oculos meos
(we read the Psalm responsively by whole verse)      

1 To you I lift up my eyes, *
 to you enthroned in the heavens.
2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, *
 and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
3 So our eyes look to the Lord our God, *
 until he show us his mercy.
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4 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, *
 for we have had more than enough of contempt,
5 Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, *
 and of the derision of the proud.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the   
beginning is now and will be forever. Amen. 

The Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10
I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third 
heaven — whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. 
And I know that such a person — whether in the body or out of the body I do not 
know; God knows — was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to 
be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, 
but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to 
boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so 
that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, even 
considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me 
from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 
torment me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I appealed to the Lord 
about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly 
of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am 
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the 
sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

The Gospel: Mark 6:1-13  (Please stand.)
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath he 
began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They 
said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to 
him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, 
the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not 
his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, 
“Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own 
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kin, and in their own house.” And he could do no deed of power there, except that 
he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at 
their unbelief.
Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began 
to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 
He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, 
no money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said 
to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any 
place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off 
the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” So they went out and 
proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons, and anointed with 
oil many who were sick and cured them.
Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON  The  Rev. Alan Neale, Interim Rector

O Christ, the Word Incarnate      1693 German melody
Soloist: Judy Carpenter

THE NICENE CREED  (All stand.)
We believe in one God,
 the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father.
 Through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation
  he came down from heaven:
  by the power of the Holy Spirit
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
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  and was made man.
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
    he suffered death and was buried.
       On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
       he ascended into heaven
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
   and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
 He has spoken through the Prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Beloved God, we thank you for giving us power through your Spirit to reveal your life to 
the world: strengthen, bless, and guide us to make you known by word and example.
We are your Church, O God.
Guide us in your grace.

We thank you for your creation, and pray for the earth you have given us to cherish and 
protect: nourish in us your love for all you have made.
We are your stewards, O God. 
Guide us in your grace.

Guide and bless us in our work and in our play, and shape the patterns of our political and 
economic life, that all people may share in the fulfillment of your creative work.
We are your servants, O God.
Guide us in your grace.

Awaken our hearts to your presence in all people; in those we love easily and those with 
whom we struggle, in those different from us and those familiar to us.
We are made in your image, O God.
Guide us in your grace.
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We thank you for calling us to a glorious heritage as your holy people. Free us from lack 
of vision, from inertia of will and spirit. By your life-giving Spirit, lead us out of isolation 
and oppression, redeem and restore us. 
You are the life within us, O God.
Guide us in your grace.

We thank you for the gift of life, with all its blessings and sorrows. Shield the joyous, 
comfort and strengthen those in any need or trouble. Bless those who will be born today and 
those who will die, that joining with the company of all your saints we may rejoice in one 
unending song of praise.
In you alone we have eternal life, O God.
Guide us in your grace.

Celebrant:
We offer these our prayers and thanksgivings to you, O God, the source of all that is true 
and holy, now and for ever. Amen.

The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Celebrant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.



7

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
 Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People: And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B)

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. (Here a Proper Preface is added.)
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
     Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
     Hosana in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues:
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
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In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues:
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.
  Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
  Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation:
The Gifts of God for the People of God

We welcome those viewing online to make their Communion spiritually. Tell the Lord 
that you open your hearts, minds, and lives to Him. Remember the promise of Scripture, 
“The Lord says, Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with them.

A Song of Trust      Franz Schubert
Soloist: Judy Carpenter

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly father
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food
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in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

RECESSIONAL                     My country, ‘tis of thee Hymn 717
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words
   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 

VOLUNTARY                        Prelude in G major     G. F. Handel

Flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God and in memory of her mother, by 
Lori Allen.

You are invited to choose a Sunday and make a donation to the Flower Fund so that a Memorial or 
Thanksgiving event can be observed. The required donation for two arrangements is $120; if the cost is 
prohibitive, maybe a joint donation can be made? Please contact Vicky Bailey at the Church Office at 
admin@ststephenschurch.com or 919-734-4263 to send details of the Memorial/Thanksgiving. Dates are 
available for June 20 and onwards.
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SERVING TODAY
Recording: Xena Markine-Morrison

Soloist: Judy Carpenter

CHURCH STAFF
Church Administrative Assistant: Vicky Bailey 

admin@ststephenschurch.com
Communications Coordinator: Jane Cunningham 

cunninghamjane04@gmail.com
Church Sexton: Alfie Barnes
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
200 N. James St., Goldsboro, NC 27530

Church: (919) 734-4263
www.ststephenschurch.com

email: admin@ststephenschurch.com

CLERGY
The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop
The Rev. Alan Neale, Interim Rector

CHOIRMASTER
Marshall Foster

marshallfoster@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN FORMATION
Xena Markine-Morrison

xmorrison@ststephenschurch.com

VESTRY
Senior Warden: Lori Allen; Junior Warden: Mike Saylors;

Will Bland, Tom Brown, Duffy Fleming, Kathy Harris, Mary Susan Heath,
Mary Lee Jeffreys, Katherine MacDonald, Paul Rutter, Leon Stockton and Sallie Wahl


