
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church has worshipped on this corner of North James and 

Mulberry Streets in Goldsboro since 1857 — in the same building! We welcome you to 
our historic building, but more than that, we are happy to have you worship with us.

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
HOLY BAPTISM AND HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO 

JULY 25,  2021  ■   10:30 A.M.

ORDER OF SERVICE

VOLUNTARY                          Processional        David N. Johnson
                                                  Harry McLamb, trumpet
The people of God gather to proclaim and respond to the Word of God.

PROCESSIONAL                       For all the saints   Hymn 287
 Celebrant  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
 People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. 
 Celebrant: There is one Body and one Spirit;
 People: There is one hope in God’s call to us;
 Celebrant: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
 People: One God and Father of all.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
 People: And also with you.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing 
is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and 
guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS  (Please be seated.)
The First Reading: 2 Kings 4:42-44

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man 
of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, 
“Give it to the people and let them eat.” But his servant said, “How can I set this 
before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, 
for thus says the Lord, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’” He set it before them, 
they ate, and had some left, according to the word of the Lord.
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 145:10-19  Exaltabo te, Deus
(we read the Psalm responsively by whole verse)      

10 All your works praise you, O Lord, *
 and your faithful servants bless you.
11 They make known the glory of your kingdom *
 and speak of your power;
12 That the peoples may know of your power *
 and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; *
 your dominion endures throughout all ages.
14 The Lord is faithful in all his words *
 and merciful in all his deeds.
15 The Lord upholds all those who fall; *
 he lifts up those who are bowed down.
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16 The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, *
 and you give them their food in due season.
17 You open wide your hand *
 and satisfy the needs of every living creature.
18 The Lord is righteous in all his ways *
 and loving in all his works.
19 The Lord is near to those who call upon him, *
to all who call upon him faithfully.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the   
beginning is now and will be forever. Amen. 

The Second Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21
I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant 
that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 
and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted 
and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with 
all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know 
the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God.
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly 
far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn 293             I sing a song of the saints of God

The Gospel: John 6:1-21  (Please stand.)
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A 
large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for 
the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now 
the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a 
large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread 
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for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he 
was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough 
bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two 
fish. But what are they among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit 
down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about 
five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, 
he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they 
wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments 
left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the 
fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve 
baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This 
is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.”
When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make 
him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and 
started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet 
come to them. The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When 
they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and 
coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not 
be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat 
reached the land toward which they were going.
Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON  The  Rev. Alan Neale, Interim Rector

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES
Celebrant: The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Parents and Godparents: I present Norman Lee Evans to receive the Sacrament 
of Baptism.

Celebrant: Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up 
in the Christian faith and life?
Parents and Godparents: I will, with God’s help.



5

Celebrant: Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full   
stature of Christ?
Parents and Godparents: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel 
against God?
Parents and Godparents: I renounce them.

Celebrant: Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy 
the creatures of God?
Parents and Godparents: I renounce them.

Celebrant: Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Parents and Godparents: I renounce them.

Celebrant: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Parents and Godparents: I do.

Celebrant: Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Parents and Godparents: I do.

Celebrant: Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Parents and Godparents: I do. 

Celebrant: Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this 
person in his life in Christ?
People: We will.

Celebrant: Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew 
our own baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant
Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Father?
People:   I believe in God, the Father almighty,
      creator of heaven and earth.
 
Celebrant:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

 People:   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
       He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
           and born of the Virgin Mary.
       He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
           was crucified, died, and was buried.
       He descended to the dead.
       On the third day he rose again.
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       He ascended into heaven,
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
       He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

  Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
 People:   I believe in the Holy Spirit,
       the holy catholic Church,
       the communion of saints,
       the forgiveness of sins,
       the resurrection of the body,
       and the life everlasting.
 
 Celebrant:  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking  
   of the bread, and in the prayers?
 People:   I will, with God’s help.
 
 Celebrant:  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and , whenever you fall into sin,   
   repent and return to the Lord?
 People:   I will, with God’s help.

 Celebrant:  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
 People:   I will, with God’s help.
 
 Celebrant:  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as   
   yourself?
 People:   I will, with God’s help.
 
 Celebrant:  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the   
   dignity of every human being?
 People:   I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidate
 Celebrant:  Let us now pray for Norman Lee Evans who is to receive the 
   Sacrament of new birth.

A Person appointed leads the following petitions:
Leader:  Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People:  Lord, hear our prayer.
 
Leader:  Open his heart to your grace and truth.
People:  Lord, hear our prayer.
 
Leader:  Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People:  Lord, hear our prayer.
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Leader:  Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People:  Lord, hear our prayer.
 
Leader:  Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People:  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:  Send him into the world in witness to your love.
People:  Lord, hear our prayer.
 
Leader:  Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People:  Lord, hear our prayer.

 Celebrant: Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death
   of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his
   resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who
   lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water
 The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying: The Lord be with you.

People:   And also with you.

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:   It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.
   Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation.
   Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage
   in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus
   received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy
   Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death
   and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.
   We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are
   buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his
   resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.
   Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his
   fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in
   the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water
   Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your
   Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and
   born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus
   Christ our Savior.
   To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and
   glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Baptism
Norman Lee Evans, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Norman, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked as Christ’s own forever. 
Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy
Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the
forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of
grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him
an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to
persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy
and wonder in all your works. Amen.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
Celebrant and People:
  We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith
  of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with
  us in his eternal priesthood.
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:   And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B)

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. (Here a Proper Preface is added.)
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
     Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
     Hosana in the highest.
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The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues:
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues:
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.
  Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
  Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation:
The Gifts of God for the People of God

We welcome those viewing online to make their Communion spiritually. Tell the Lord 
that you open your hearts, minds, and lives to Him. Remember the promise of Scripture, 
“The Lord says, Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with them.

Fuguing Tune       Robert Wetzler

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly father
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
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and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

RECESSIONAL                  We know that Christ is raised Hymn 296
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words
   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 

VOLUNTARY                     Festival Processional      Robert Wetzler

The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God and in celebration of the 
baptism of Norman Lee Evans, by his family.

You are invited to choose a Sunday and make a donation to the Flower Fund so that a Memorial or 
Thanksgiving event can be observed. The required donation for two arrangements is $120; if the cost is 
prohibitive, maybe a joint donation can be made? Please contact Vicky Bailey at the Church Office at 
admin@ststephenschurch.com or 919-734-4263 to send details of the Memorial/Thanksgiving. Dates are 
available for June 20 and onwards.

SERVING TODAY
Recording: Xena Markine-Morrison
Readers: Wendy Neale, Geoff Hulse

CHURCH STAFF
Church Administrative Assistant: Vicky Bailey 

admin@ststephenschurch.com
Communications Coordinator: Jane Cunningham 

cunninghamjane04@gmail.com
Church Sexton: Alfie Barnes



St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
200 N. James St., Goldsboro, NC 27530

Church: (919) 734-4263
www.ststephenschurch.com

email: admin@ststephenschurch.com

CLERGY
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VESTRY
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