
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church has worshipped on this corner of North James and 

Mulberry Streets in Goldsboro since 1857 — in the same building! We welcome you to 
our historic building, but more than that, we are happy to have you worship with us.

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

NOVEmbER 27,  2016  ■   10:30 A.m.
HOlY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO

ORDER OF SERVICE
 
VOlUNTARY                       Savior of the Nations, Come           D. N. Johnson 

 The People of God gather to proclaim and respond to the Word of God

ENTRANCE RITE

PROCESSIONAl HYmN                    Lift up your heads  Hymn 436 

 Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.  
 People: His mercy endures for ever. 
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Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen

Kyrie   

THE COllECT OF THE DAY 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
 People: And also with you.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.

THE lESSONS  (Please be seated.)
 The First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5  

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations 
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shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach 
us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth 
instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between 
the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

 
 
 

 Psalm 122: Laetatus sum
I was glad when they said to me, *
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;
To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the lord, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the lord.
For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
“may they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.
For my brethren and companions’ sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.
Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
I will seek to do you good.”
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Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the 
beginning is now and will be forever. Amen

The Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14  
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far 
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, 
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires.
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn                   Savior of the nations, come!  Hymn 54

The Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44  (Please stand.)
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, lord Christ.
Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither 
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah 
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept 
them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in 
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal 
together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you 
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner 
of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 
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have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore 
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, lord Christ.

THE SERmON The Rev. Raymond J. Hanna, Rector

THE NICENE CREED  (All stand.)
 

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, light from light,

true God from true God,
begotten, not made,

of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin mary,

and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
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On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPlE FORm I
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying 
“lord, have mercy.”

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity 
of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
lord, have mercy.

For our Bishop, Rob, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
lord, have mercy.

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the 
Lord.
lord, have mercy.

For this city of Goldsboro for every city and community, and for those who live in them, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
lord, have mercy. 
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For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, 
let us pray to the Lord.
lord, have mercy.
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, 
let us pray to the Lord.
lord, have mercy. 

For Bill, Eric, Taylor, Wes, Jay, Adlai, and for all those serving in the armed forces of our 
country, let us pray to the Lord.
lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and 
captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray 
to the Lord.
lord, have mercy. 

For healing for David, Joyce, Don, John, Helen, Christie, Sarah, Rose, Bill, Anna, Mary, 
Will, Duane, Anthony, Sally, Geraldine, Robbie, Matthew, Alex, Deborah, Harvey, 
Ramon, Charles, Bill, Don, Hal, Allison, Parrish, Betsy, Teresa, Robin and Luther, let us 
pray to the Lord.
lord, have mercy. 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let 
us pray to the Lord.
lord, have mercy. 

In the communion of St. Stephen and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one 
another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 

Silence.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
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THE CONFESSION
 Celebrant: Let us confess our sins unto Almighty God.

most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
 Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People: And also with you.
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEm          Creator of the Stars of Night     arr. Nancy Raabe
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AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERINGS

THE HOlY COmmUNION
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B) 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant:     Lift up your hearts.
People:         We lift them to the lord.
Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:         It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. (Here a Proper Preface is added.)

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Celebrant and People:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
 Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
     Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues:
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People:
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues:
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.

THE bREAKING OF THE bREAD 

 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.
 

[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.]
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 Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

COmmUNION HYmN         “Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us     Hymn 61

SENDING FORTH OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body 
and blood. We who are many are one body because we all share one bread, one 
cup. Amen.

let us pray.

 Celebrant and People:
Eternal God, heavenly father
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PROCESSION OUT             The King shall come when morning dawns Hymn 73 

 Priest: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

VOlUNTARY              The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns        Walter Pelz  
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SERVING TODAY
Greeter: Geoff Hulse

Eucharistic Ministers: Linda Huard & Kyle Saylors 
Crucifer: 

Torch Bearers: 
Flag Bearers:  

Ushers: Mike & Kyle Saylors 

CHURCH STAFF
Director of Children’s Choirs: Rebecca Barnes

bookkeeper: Pam Starling
Sexton: Pinkney Cherry
Treasurer: Emilie Foy

Clerk of Vestry: Lee Hulse
Verger: Ray Harris
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
200 N. James St., Goldsboro, NC 27530

Church: (919) 734-4263, Rector’s cell phone: (336) 745-5950
www.ststephenschurch.com

email: rhanna@ststephenschurch.com

ClERGY
The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop
The Rev. Raymond J. Hanna, Rector

CHOIRmASTER
Marshall Foster

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN FORmATION
Xena Markine-Morrison 

(xmorrison@ststephenschurch.com)

VESTRY
Geoff Hulse: Senior Warden, Ken Gerrard: Junior Warden, Nicole Barnes, Margie Clark, 

Stuart Freemon, Drew Grice, Ann Mebane Hine, Linda Edsall-Huard, Mark Ladd, 
Adrienne Northington, Kim Smith, Dave Tayloe


