
2018–19  Ministries and Programs
ST. STEPHEN’S 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 



Christian Formation — Christian Formation is a lifelong pro-
cess of growing in our relationship with God, ourselves and others. 
At St. Stephen’s we offer Christian Formation for all ages each 
Sunday morning, a variety of ministries that meet weekdays, as 
well as seasonal activities and intergenerational events. Questions? 
Contact Xena Markine-Morrison, Director of Christian Forma-
tion, xmorrison@ststephenschurch.com, (919) 734-4263.

Nursery — St. Stephen’s offers childcare Sunday mornings from 
9:15 a.m. until after the second service. Our nursery is designed to 
provide a safe and friendly environment for children (infants–PreK) 
and is located downstairs. Children are also welcome in our worship 
service for as much time as the parents want — some children are in 
church for the whole service, some are brought in at the offertory to 
receive the Eucharist or a blessing, some stay in the nursery.

Adult Formation
The Christian Parenting Praxis (first 4-week unit)
Faciliated by Todd Brantley and Beth Saylors
“The children now love luxury; they have bad manners, contempt 
for authority; they show disrespect for elders and love chatter in 
place of exercise.”— Socrates, 469–399 B.C.
“Parenting is tough.”— Kate Middelton, 2017
Throughout history, parents have struggled to find the best way to 
nurture their children, to guide them from birth into adulthood as 
healthy, caring, and morally grounded individuals. Today, the task 
feels especially difficult and treacherous for parents living in a cul-
ture that is exhaustingly (and overly) connected and less and less 
religiously and spiritually centered. So what is the role of faith in 
the life of a modern-day parent? How does our identity as Chris-
tian’s inform our practice as loving and present caregivers to our 
children? Join us for a four-week discussion on the challenges and 
opportunities of the Christian parent (and grandparent!).  

Christian Formation

Sunday Morning Programs, 9:30–10:15 a.m.
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Basic Judaism (second 4-week unit) 
Ray Hanna, Rector
Be a mensch. Come explore the roots of our faith in a four week ses-
sion on Judaism. Through discussions, study of the Hebrew Bible, 
and hands on experience with the Jewish high holy days, foods, 
customs and games, we will gain an appreciation for Judaism and 
the many ways it has influenced Christian faith and practice. 

Living Faith: Modeling Christ in our day-to-day lives 
(third 4-week unit)
“The world is too much with us.”—William Wordsworth
Faciliated by Todd Brantley and Beth Saylors
The early church father St. Augustine is probably best known for 
the timeless Confessions, his poetic and moving reflection chroni-
cling his own conversion to Christianity. It’s easy to romanticize 
Augustine as the prolific writer and great champion of Christianity, 
but in his day-to-day role as Bishop of Hippo, he frequently spent 
more of his day settling property rights disputes and settling inheri-
tances than reflecting on the cosmic mystery of the Holy Trinity.
Augustine hated it, but he knew that as a Christian engagement 
with the world—not retreat from it—was part of his mission … 
and that meant for one of Christianity’s greatest thinkers, living his 
faith in the nitty gritty, often unglamorous aspects of daily life.
Living faith will explore how we practice Christian values in our 
day-to-day lives, whether in the home or the workplace, with life-
long friends or strangers in the grocery store. What does it mean to 
live a Christ-centered life when facing a crisis in the workplace? 
What does it mean to walk in love when the mortgage is due or the 
dishwasher breaks? How do we navigate life outside the doors of 
the sanctuary as Christians living and working in a fallen world?

Youth Formation
Journey to Adulthood
Xena Markine-Morrison, Director of Christian Formation
St. Stephen’s uses the Journey to Adulthood curriculum for youth 
formation. The Journey to Adulthood curriculum provides compre-
hensive material for study, exploration, service, and play through 

3



the three successive levels — Rite 13, Journey to Adulthood (J2A), 
and Young Adults in Church (YAC). The transitions are structured 
so that youth remain with the same group with which they began, 
forming and building personal and communal relation ships that 
continue throughout their senior year. Currently, youth in grades 
6th–8th are invited to participate in our Rite 13 class. The Rite 13 
class will focus on recognizing the gifts God gives, celebrating cre-
ative potential, and learning to be active members of a faith com-
munity. We will continue to expand the program each year.

Children’s Formation 
Godly Play 
Various Teachers
Our goal at St. Stephen’s is to help children deepen their relation-
ship with God, learn about the love of Jesus Christ, and become 
active members in the church and greater Christian community. 
Godly Play was developed by Episcopal priest, author, and teacher 
Jerome Berryman. Based on the Montessori method of experien-
tial learning, Godly Play uses a careful telling of scripture stories 
and engaging story figures to encourage children to seek and find 
their own answers to their faith questions. This unique approach to 
religious education invites children to wonder about themselves, 
God and the world in a way that is playful and meaningful to them. 
Open to all children three years old through 5th grade.

Adult Choir
Music is an important part of our worship at St. Stephen’s and is 
led by Marshall Foster, our organist and choirmaster. The Adult 
Choir regularly sings at the 10:30 am. service between Labor Day 
and Memorial Day, and at other times such as Christmas Eve, Ash 
Wednesday, and Maundy Thursday. Choir rehearsal is Wednesday 
evenings from 7–8:30 p.m. For more information, contact 
Marshall Foster, marshallfoster@gmail.com or 919-722-9167.
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Men’s Bible Study
For a discussion centered on the Bible, join the men at 7 a.m. each 
Tuesday morning (year-round). The small group setting offers spiri-
tual growth and fellowship among the men of St. Stephen’s. Fol-
lowing the Bible study, the men go to the Lantern Inn for breakfast 
together.

Thursday Afternoon Bible Study
Join us each Thursday from 12–1 p.m. as we work our way through 
the Books of The Bible. This fall we will be discussing the writings 
and adventures of the apostle Paul. All are welcome.

Pub Theology
This is an opportunity to gather at a local pub (subject to change) 
for honest conversation about life, faith, and God. It is casual, 
informal and fun. We meet from 7–8 p.m. on the first and third 
Wednesday of every month. The group is primarily a men’s group, 
but all are welcome. Please join us and invite a friend.

ECW Ministries & Episcopal Church Women
Our mission is to provide congregational care through meal support 
and fellowship opportunities. The ministry is organized into teams 
which provide congregations care on a rotating basis when notified 
by the Rector that a need has been identified. Not only do the teams 
help families in need of meal support during bereavement, hospi-
talizations, recuperations, and births; but they also respond to our 
fellowship events as they occur during the year. Martie Saylors, Jan 
Cagle and Judy Carpenter serve as a Steering Committee for the 
ECW Ministries and notify team captains when an event needs the 
care of one of the Ministry teams. All women of St. Stephen’s are 
welcome and encouraged to participate in this ministry.

St. Hilda’s Guild
St. Hilda’s was created for Bible study and for service to St. Ste-
phen’s. The proceeds from St. Hilda’s annual chicken salad sales 
have gone to many worthy causes such as supporting children’s 
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programs, buying Altar linens, and cleaning and planting the Garth 
each spring. Social events for members include a fall picnic for 
members and their spouses and an annual Christmas party. St. 
Hilda’s is known as the “Get it Done” and “Have Fun” guild. If 
interested contact Judy Carpenter at judyc0523@gmail.com or 
Martie Saylors at martiesaylors@hotmail.com or 919-736-7302.

Eucharistic Visitors
Eucharistic Visitors take the Eucharist to parishioners who are 
unable to attend worship. They are called forward during a Eu-
charist and the congregation joins in a prayer sending them out. 
Eucharistic Visitors must be confirmed members of the parish, age 
16 and older, and licensed by the bishop. Contact Bob Cagle at 
bcagle75@gmail.com or 919-920-9169.

Altar Guild
Members of the Altar Guild prepare the altar for the Eucharist 
and any additional services, setting out the vessels and linens, the 
bread, wine, and water. They keep the silver and brass polished and 
the candles ready to light. Members serve on a team for a month 
usually twice during the year. New members are always welcome. 
Contact Susan Brown at sparrottbrown@gmail.com or 919-
920-1317 (c), 919-722-6105 (w); Tom Brown at jtbrown39@
gmail.com or 919-922-9146 (c).

Outreach
St. Stephen’s commitment to service reaches beyond the bound-
aries of our church. This ministry is concerned with meeting the 
needs of those outside our doors. Whether it is providing food for 
the hungry, school supplies for children, or helping local organiza-
tions financially, our Outreach program has a long history of giving 
to others, and our parishioners are called in many ways to do God’s 
work. You are invited to become an active member of our ministry 
to others. Contact Chris Garrison at jcgarrison.garrison@gmail.
com or 919-731-9590.
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Acolytes
Youth in grade four and up serve 
as acolytes each Sunday at the 
10:30 a.m. service. Acolytes lead 
the processions into and out of 
the church, carrying a proces-
sional cross, torches, and flags. 
Training and ongoing mentoring 
are provided, and a highlight of 
the year for many acolytes is the spring Diocesan Acolyte Festival 
at St. Andrew’s-by-the-Sea in Nags Head. Contact Ray Harris  at 
wharris84@nc.rr.com or 919-738-4857.

EYC (Episcopal Youth Community)
EYC is a way for our 
youth to explore and 
deepen their relation-
ship with Christ, learn 
more about the Episcopal 
Church, and grow as part 
of a Christian community. 
We play, pray, eat, wor-
ship, share our lives with 

one another, and talk about all things big and small. Most Sunday 
evenings youth and volunteers will meet in the Youth Room up-
stairs. We also go off campus to engage in outreach, attend dioc-
esan events, and participate in other fun activities like bowling. 
Regular EYC is most Sundays during the school year. Schedule:
Junior EYC (6th–8th grades) 4:30–6 p.m.
Senior EYC (9th–12th grades) 6:30–8 p.m.
Dinner together at 6 p.m.
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Children’s Choirs
Children age three and up 
are invited to join one of our 
children’s choirs. The young-
est children are in the Cherub 
Choir; they learn basics about 
rhythm and singing together 
and sing occasionally at the 
10:30 a.m. service. Older 
children and youth sing to-
gether and sing at the 10:30 
a.m. service more often. For more information contact the church 
office or Ella Hendershaw at ariellahendershaw@gmail.com.

Kids H.O.P.E
Volunteering is a fun, 
hands-on way to give our 
children the chance to help 
others, empower them with 
responsibility, and develop 
their compassion for differ-
ent people. Kids H.O.P.E. 
coordinates a variety of ser-
vice projects and lessons, 
specifically for children 
age 3 to 5th grade, every 
month. Kids can make a 
difference — locally and globally! 

CHILDREN’S Programs
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Blessing of the 
Animals, 
Sunday, October 7
To celebrate the feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi, the Patron 
Saint of Animals, St. Stephen’s 
will conduct a blessing of ani-
mals and pets on Sunday after-
noon at 4:30 p.m. Takes place 
outdoors in the garth. Whatever 

the animal — all creatures great and small — are welcome!
 
Bishop’s Visit,  Sunday, October 21
The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop of East Carolina, will be 
with us to bless our newly renovated facilities! 

All Souls Service, Friday, November 2 at 5:30 p.m.
All members of our church are invited to come together with those 
who have lost loved ones in the past year so that we may remem-
ber the departed together as a faith community. You are invited to 
submit the name of anyone who has died in the last year to be read 
during the service. In addition, there will be a Remembrance Table 
with candles where you may place a photo or other small memento 
of your departed loved one. Please contact Xena Markine-Morrison 
for more details.

Additional Important Events
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Christmas Holiday Activities
Advent Wreaths and Chains, December 2
Prepare for the coming of the Christ Child by making 
an Advent wreath with fresh evergreens. The wreath 
reminds us that God, like the circle, has no beginning 
and no end while the evergreens symbolize our everlast-
ing relationship with God, the source of continuous new 
life. Children can also make an Advent paper chain with 
devotionals and service ideas to countdown to 
Christmas Day. Meet in the Fellowship Hall.

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, December 2 & 9
All Christmas Pageant participants will practice in the 
church from 9:30–10:15 a.m.

Christmas Pageant, December 16
Join us for a fun retelling of the Nativity story in scrip-
ture and carols. Children, teens and adults are all invited 
to participate in this intergenerational production that is 
sure to be a favorite for participants and audience alike. 
The Christmas Pageant serves as the Gospel Reading and 
Sermon at the 10:30 a.m. service.



Lent & Easter Activities
Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6, is a time 
for forgiveness, healing and renewal. It is a season of the 
church year that reminds us that, through confession, 
repentance and amendment of life, God forgives us and 
empowers us to forgive others.
 
Lenten Suppers & Programs
Each Wednesday during Lent, Holy Communion is of-
fered at 5:30 p.m. followed by a Pot Luck Supper and 
Program beginning at 6 p.m. Recent years have included 
talks on outreach ministries in Goldsboro, and a series on 
sin, forgiveness, and reconciliation. Wednesday nights, 
March 13–April 10.
 
Palm Crosses, Saturday April 13 at 10 a.m.
Everyone is invited to make Palm Crosses in the Fellowship 
Hall for our Palm Sunday services on April 14.
 
Easter Egg Hunt, Easter Sunday, April 21
Bring your bas-
ket! The annual 
Easter Egg Hunt 
for kids ages 
birth through 
5th grade will 
be held on the 
church grounds 
beginning at 
9:45 a.m. All 
parishioners are 
invited to watch the fun.
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
200 N. James St., Goldsboro, NC 27530

Church: (919) 734-4263, Rector’s cell phone: (336) 745-5950
www.ststephenschurch.com

email: rjhanna14@yahoo.com

St. Stephen’s has a variety of additional ministries including:
Lectors and Intercessors

Ushers
EfM (Education for Ministry)

Pastoral Care
Stewardship

Property
Finance

There is a place for you. For more information about any of 
these ministries, please contact the church office.


