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Christian Formation — Christian Formation is a lifelong 
process of growing in our relationship with God, ourselves and 
others. At St. Stephen’s we offer Christian Formation for all 
ages each Sunday morning, a variety of ministries that meet 
weekdays, as well as seasonal activities and intergenerational 
events. Questions? Contact Xena Markine-Morrison, Director of 
Christian Formation, xmorrison@ststephenschurch.com, (919) 
734-4263.

Sunday Morning Programs, 9:30–10:15 a.m.
Nursery — St. Stephen’s offers childcare Sunday mornings 
from 9:15 a.m. until after the second service. Our nursery is 
designed to provide a safe and friendly environment for children 
(infants–PK) and is located downstairs. Children are also 
welcome in our worship service for as much time as the parents 
want — some children are in church for the whole service, 
some are brought in at the offertory to receive the Eucharist or a 
blessing, some stay in the nursery.

Adults — The Least of These (6-week unit)
Poverty is a persistent and vexing issue in our nation and local 
community. What does it mean to be a faith community where 
poverty, homelessness, and addiction are regularly in our 
midst? Join us for a six-part series looking at poverty in our 
community, how scripture guides us to care for the poor, and 
what we as a congregation can be doing better or more of to 
help the “least of these” in our community.
• September 22: What does scripture teach us about poverty?
• September 29: Discussion on poverty in our community 
• October 6: A conversation w/ Beverly Weeks (Cry Freedom 
Store)
• October 13: A conversation w/ Dr. Peter Roethling (Wayne 
Forward)

Christian Formation
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• October 20: A conversation w/ Anthony Goodson (Goldsboro 
Housing Authority)
• October 27: What can we do? A discussion with the St. 
Stephen’s outreach committee

Adults — The Cloud of Unknowing (4-week unit)
Ever since the advent of the early church, the Christian faith 
has nurtured a long and rich history of men and women who 
have dedicated their lives to a ceaseless spiritual communion 
with God through thought, service, and prayer. In this 
four-part series, we will explore the history of Christian 
contemplation, learn about some of the most influential 
Christian contemplatives, and reflect on how we ourselves can 
be more intentionally contemplative in our increasingly hectic 
and harried modern lives. 
November 10 – December 8

Youth — I Believe
A two-year confirmation program that incorporates classroom 
teaching, mentoring, community service and a pilgrimage 
experience. For those interested in continuing or beginning 
their journey towards Confirmation, contact Xena Markine-
Morrison, Director of Christian Formation, xmorrison@
ststephenschurch.com, (919) 734-4263.

Children — Godly Play 
Our goal at St. Stephen’s is to help children deepen their 
relationship with God, learn about the love of Jesus Christ, and 
become active members in the church and greater Christian 
community. Godly Play was developed by Episcopal priest, 
author, and teacher Jerome Berryman. Based on the Montessori 
method of experiential learning, Godly Play uses a careful 
telling of scripture stories and engaging story figures to 
encourage children to seek and find their own answers to their 
faith questions. This unique approach to religious education 
invites children to wonder about themselves, God and the 
world in a way that is playful and meaningful to them. Open to 
all children three years old through 5th grade.
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Adult Choir
Music is an important part of our worship at St. Stephen’s and is 
led by Marshall Foster, our organist and choirmaster. The Adult 
Choir regularly sings at the 10:30 am. service between Labor Day 
and Memorial Day, and at other times such as Christmas Eve, Ash 
Wednesday, and Maundy Thursday. Choir rehearsal is Wednesday 
evenings from 7–8:30 p.m. For more information, contact 
Marshall Foster, marshallfoster@gmail.com or 919-722-9167.

Men’s Bible Study
For a discussion centered on the Bible, join the men at 7 a.m. each 
Tuesday morning (year-round). The small group setting offers 
spiritual growth and fellowship among the men of St. Stephen’s. 
Following the Bible study, the men go to the Lantern Inn for 
breakfast together.

Thursday Afternoon Bible Study
Join us each Thursday from 12–1 p.m. as we work our way through 
the history of the Book of Common Prayer. All are welcome.
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Pub Theology
This is an opportunity to gather at a local pub (subject to change) 
for honest conversation about life, faith, and God. It is casual, 
informal and fun. We meet from 7–8 p.m. on the first and third 
Wednesday of every month. The group is primarily a men’s group, 
but all are welcome. Please join us and invite a friend.

ECW Ministries & Episcopal Church Women
Our mission is to provide congregational care through meal support 
and fellowship opportunities. The ministry is organized into teams 
which provide congregations care 
on a rotating basis when notified 
by the Rector that a need has 
been identified. Not only do the 
teams help families in need of 
meal support during bereavement, 
hospitalizations, recuperations, and 
births; but they also respond to our 
fellowship events as they occur during the year. Martie Saylors, Jan 
Cagle and Judy Carpenter serve as a Steering Committee for the 
ECW Ministries and notify team captains when an event needs the 
care of one of the Ministry teams. All women of St. Stephen’s are 
welcome and encouraged to participate in this ministry.

St. Hilda’s Guild
St. Hilda’s was created for Bible study and for service to St. 
Stephen’s. The proceeds from St. Hilda’s annual chicken salad 
sales have gone to many worthy causes such as supporting 
children’s programs, buying Altar linens, and cleaning and planting 
the Garth each spring. Social events for members include a fall 
picnic for members and their spouses and an annual Christmas 
party. St. Hilda’s is known as the “Get it Done” and “Have Fun” 
guild. If interested contact Mary Susan Heath at heathtomcat@
yahoo.com or Linda Edsall-Huard at davlin0585@gmail.com.
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Eucharistic Visitors
Eucharistic Visitors take the Eucharist to parishioners who are 
unable to attend worship. They are called forward during a 
Eucharist and the congregation joins in a prayer sending them out. 
Eucharistic Visitors must be confirmed members of the parish, age 
16 and older, and licensed by the bishop. Contact Bob Cagle at 
bcagle75@gmail.com or 919-920-9169.

Altar Guild
Members of the Altar Guild prepare the altar for the Eucharist 
and any additional services, setting out the vessels and linens, the 
bread, wine, and water. They keep the silver and brass polished and 
the candles ready to light. Members serve on a team for a month 
usually twice during the year. New members are always welcome. 
Contact Susan Brown at sparrottbrown@gmail.com or 919-
920-1317 (c), 919-722-6105 (w); Tom Brown at jtbrown39@
gmail.com or 919-922-9146 (c).

Outreach
St. Stephen’s commitment to service reaches beyond the 
boundaries of our 
church. This ministry 
is concerned with 
meeting the needs 
of those outside our 
doors. Whether it 
is providing food 
for the hungry, 
school supplies for 
children, or helping 
local organizations 
financially, our Outreach program has a long history of giving to 
others, and our parishioners are called in many ways to do God’s 
work. You are invited to become an active member of our ministry 
to others. Contact Chris Garrison at jcgarrison.garrison@gmail.
com or 919-731-9590.

6



Acolytes
Youth in grade four and up serve 
as acolytes each Sunday at the 
10:30 a.m. service. Acolytes lead 
the processions into and out of the 
church, carrying a processional 
cross, torches, and flags. Training 
and ongoing mentoring are 
provided, and a highlight of the 
year for many acolytes is the spring Diocesan Acolyte Festival at 
St. Andrew’s-by-the-Sea in Nags Head. Contact Xena Markine-
Morrison at xmorrison@ststephenschurch.com or 
(919) 734-4263.

EYC (Episcopal 
Youth Community)
EYC is a way for our youth 
to explore and deepen 
their relationship with 
Christ, learn more about 
the Episcopal Church, and 
grow as part of a Christian 
community. We play, pray, 
eat, worship, share our lives with one another, and talk about all 
things big and small. Most Sunday evenings youth and volunteers 
will meet in the Youth Room upstairs. We also go off campus to 
engage in outreach, attend diocesan events, and participate in other 
fun activities like bowling. Regular EYC is most Sundays during 
the school year. Schedule:
Junior EYC (6th–8th grades) 4:30–6 p.m.
Senior EYC (9th–12th grades) 6:30–8 p.m.
Dinner together at 6 p.m.
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Children’s Choir
Children K–5th grade 
are invited to join our 
children’s choir. The 
children learn about 
rhythm and harmony, 
and sing a variety of 
hymns. Our children’s 
choir sings frequently at the 10:30 a.m. service. Meets Sundays at 
4:30 p.m. For more information contact the church office or Ella 
Hendershaw at ariellahendershaw@gmail.com.

Kids H.O.P.E
Volunteering is a fun, 
hands-on way to give our 
children the chance to help 
others, empower them 
with responsibility, and 
develop their compassion 
for different people. Kids 
H.O.P.E. coordinates a 
variety of service projects 
and lessons, specifically 
for children age 3 to 5th 
grade, every month. Kids 
can make a difference — 
locally and globally! 

Youth & Children’s Programs
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Blessing of the Animals, Sunday, October 6
To celebrate the feast of St. Francis of 
Assisi, the Patron Saint of Animals, St. 
Stephen’s will conduct a blessing of 
animals and pets on Sunday afternoon 
at 4:30 p.m. Takes place outdoors in 
the garth. Whatever the animal — all 
creatures great and small — are welcome!
 
All Souls Service, Wednesday, October 30 at 5:30 p.m.
All members of our church are invited to come together with those 
who have lost loved 
ones in the past year so 
that we may remember 
the departed together as 
a faith community. You 
are invited to submit 
the name of anyone 
who has died in the 
last year to be read during the service. In addition, there will be a 
Remembrance Table with candles where you may place a photo or 
other small memento of your departed loved one. Please contact 
Xena Markine-Morrison for more details.

Bishop’s Visit,  
Sunday, November 3
The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop 
of East Carolina, will be with us to 
lead Adult Formation Q & A and to 
preach and preside at the 10:30 a.m. 
Eucharist.

Additional Important Events
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Christmas Holiday Activities
Advent Wreaths and Chains, December 1
Prepare for the coming of the Christ Child by making 
an Advent wreath with fresh evergreens. The wreath 
reminds us that God, like the circle, has no beginning and 
no end while the evergreens symbolize our everlasting 
relationship with God, the source of continuous new life. 
Children can also make an Advent paper chain with 
devotionals and service ideas to countdown to 
Christmas Day. Meet in the Fellowship Hall.

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, December 8 & 15
All Christmas Pageant participants will practice in the 
church from 9:30–10:15 a.m.

Christmas Pageant, December 22
Join us for a fun retelling of the Nativity story in 
scripture and carols. Children, teens and adults are all 
invited to participate in this intergenerational production 
that is sure to be a favorite for participants and 
audience alike. 



Lent & Easter Activities
Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26, is a 
time for forgiveness, healing and renewal. It is a season of 
the church year that reminds us that, through confession, 
repentance and amendment of life, God forgives us and 
empowers us to forgive others.
 
Lenten Suppers & Programs
Each Wednesday during Lent, Holy Communion is 
offered at 5:30 p.m. followed by a Pot Luck Supper and 
Program beginning at 6 p.m. Recent years have included 
talks on outreach ministries in Goldsboro, and a series on 
sin, forgiveness, and reconciliation. Wednesday nights, 
March 4–April 1.
 
Easter Egg Hunt, Easter Sunday, April 12
Bring your basket! The annual Easter Egg Hunt for kids 
ages birth through 5th grade will be held on the church 
grounds beginning at 9:45 a.m. All parishioners are 
invited to watch the fun.
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
200 N. James St., Goldsboro, NC 27530

Church: (919) 734-4263, Rector’s cell phone: (336) 745-5950
www.ststephenschurch.com

email: rjhanna14@yahoo.com

St. Stephen’s has a variety of additional ministries including:
Lectors and Intercessors

Vestry
Ushers

EfM (Education for Ministry)
Pastoral Care
Stewardship

Property
Finance

There is a place for you. For more information about any of 
these ministries, please contact the church office.


